Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

Tel: 07768 82951	      email: parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com      Website: www.rackenford-devon.co.uk/parish-council


There was Annual Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 23rd May 2023 at 7.30pm held in Rackenford School.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Graham Lucas; Sarah Child; Peter Jones; Fred Phillips; Ian Lucas; Scott Ware & Jenny Cox.

Also Present: County Cllr. Jeremy Yabsley (From 7.53pm to 7.57pm)

In attendance: Rob Martin, Clerk

Others: Two members of the general public

MINUTES

	2324-01
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2023/2024
On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by Cllr. Jones, Cllr. Lamb was elected as Chairman for the coming year.


	2324-02
	RECEIPT OF THE DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
The declarations of Acceptance of Office were received from all councillors present.


	2324-03
	APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Cllr. Warne.


	2324-04
	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
On a proposal by Cllr. Lamb, seconded by Cllr. Child, Cllr. Jones was elected as Vice-Chairman for the coming year.


	2324-05
	RECEIPT OF REGISTERS ON INTEREST
The clerk received Declarations of Acceptance of Office from all councillors present. 

Councillors were reminded that the Election Expenses form should be returned, even though it might be nil, within 28 days of the date at which they became councillors, that being 5th June 2023.


	2324-06
	RECEIPT OF AGENDAS ONLINE
The parish council has for some years been receiving agendas and minutes online and it is required that this method is reaffirmed for this council.


	2324-07
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
No declarations were submitted.


	2324-08
	GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
On a proposal by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr. Jones it was Resolved to adopt the General Power of Competence for the coming four years.
four years.


	2324-09
	SIGNATORIES
On a proposal by the Chairman, it was Resolved that former Cllr. Tamsin Hyland be removed from the list of signatories and that Cllr. Scott Ware be added.

The signatories would be Robert Martin, Sarah Child, Fred Phillips(Not Online), Stewart Warne and Scott Ware.


	2324-10
	TRANSFER OF CLASSIC ACCOUNT BALANCE TO THE BUSINESS ACCOUNT
The Classic Personal cheque account had a credit balance of £13,420.86, which needed to be transferred to the Online Business Account. It was Resolved to draw a cheque for this amount and to reduce the Classic balance to zero, and eventually close the account. The clerk would try to ensure that all transfers into and out of the old account were redirected.


	2324-11
	FINAL ACCOUNTS
On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Lucas, it was Resolved to:
a) Adopt the Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31st March 2023.
b) Approve and adopt the 2022/23 Annual Accounts for the Parish Council
c) Approve the analysis of the Reserves at the year-end


	2324-12
	INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2022/23
To receive and adopt the attached Internal Audit Report from Mulberry & Co., which has concluded that the accounts are in good shape. The only caveats in the report are that the Standing Orders need to be reviewed, which will be brought to a future meeting and that the reserves look a bit high, which will be covered as part of the budget process for the 2024/25 financial year.


	2324-13
	ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR) 2022/23
On a proposal by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr. Jones, it was Resolved to 
a) Approve the AGAR Section 1, the Annual Governance Statement for 2022/23.
b) Approve the Certificate of Exemption on the basis that the turnover for the year was less than £25,000.
c) Approve of the AGAR Section 3, the Accounting Statements for 2022/23.


	2324-14
	ASSET REGISTER
On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by Cllr. Jones, it was Resolved to approve the Asset Register as at 31st May 2023 in order to ensure that the Insurance Cover detailed below was on a consistent basis.


	2324-15
	INSURANCE RENEWAL
The parish council was still within a Long-Term Agreement (LTA) with BHIB for insurance cover.
On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by Cllr. Jones it was Resolved to accept the policy offered by BHIB, the insurer being Aviva for the next year with a premium of £937.98 which the clerk would pay before it was due on 1st June 2023.


	2324-16
	REPRESENTATIONS ON OUTSIDE BODIES
The following councillors were elected to represent Rackenford Parish Council for the coming year: 
a) Rackenford School – Cllr. Child
a) Batsworthy Cross – Cllr. Lucas
b) Community Shop Committee – Cllr. Lucas


	2324-17
	COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITIES
To elect councillors to lead on the following subjects:
a) Snow Warden – Cllr. Phillips
b) Tree warden – Cllr. Phillips
c) Footpaths – Cllr. Warne 
d) Play Area – Cllrs. Warne and Jones
e) Highways – Cllr. Phillips
f) Planning – Cllrs. Lucas and Graham


	2324-18
	MINUTES
On a proposal by the Chairman, it was Resolved to approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th March 2023 and these were signed as such.


	2324-19
	CLERK’S REPORT
The clerk outlined what a great deal of work had occurred since the last meeting highlighting the facts that: 
a) The accounts had been prepared, 
b) The Annual Return had been drawn up, 
c) The accounts had been internally audited requiring a great deal of input from him, 
d) The parish council elections had taken place with Tamsin leaving and Scott joining Rackenford PC.
e) The gazebo had been bought and delivered and used at the celebration event.
f) The Coronation celebration event had been organised and had taken place.


	2324-20
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
The Chairman to declared the meeting closed, to allow questions for District and County Councillors and to take any questions from members of the public.

County Council
County Cllr. Yabsley briefly updated the parish council with the news that DCC now had a new Chief Executive, Donna Manson, and that first impressions were that things look likely to change for the better. 

District Council
District Cllr. Peter Jones was beginning to realise the commitment he had made when he was elected and would need some time to get his feet under the table.

Public Session
The parish council heard from Toby Denno, aged 11, who had written the following letter:

Dear Parish Council,
I have a request to get 1 new football goal on the common as the old one is rather small and it is rotting.  Without a net when we play the ball always rolls onto the road which is dangerous for both drivers and us.    I like playing football with my family and my friends in the village but I find it hard when there isn’t a good goal for us to use.  Being outside and active is really important and if you as a parish council can help us do this more that would be very good for us all.  It is great that we have a park but the equipment is for more younger kids.  It would mean we played more on the common if we had a better goal to use. 
I thought a good size goal would be 16ft (along) by 7ft(up) with a net because this prevents the ball from going on to the road.  It can be a goal for every junior football player because this is the biggest junior goal that is played in. I have found a goal for £684.99 the link is at the bottom of the page. This goal is aluminium and can survive longer than just getting a new wooden goal. It also has two locking sockets; they get put in the ground and locked on to the goal. The goal can be taken out every time some one is mowing, leaving only the sockets to put the goal back in after the grass has been mowed. I have also emailed Earthwrights to see if they might make a wooden goal with a net so it would be like the rest of the park/common.  I can let you know the price when they reply.  
We could help to fundraise for this goal and maybe for improving the net for tennis and putting somewhere to store it all on the common.  
Thank you for reading this letter.  I look forward to hearing from you.  
Yours sincerely, 
Toby Denno (11)

Toby reiterated the points made in his letter and requested that the parish council consider his request. Toby was thanked for this and was told that the parish council would consider it in item 2324-23 below.


	2324-21
	THE COMMON

	
	The War Memorial grass was shortly due to be cut by Ed Nicholson. 
The recent car accident had demolished a road sign, which would be down to Devon County Highways to sort out. The clerk would email Cllr. Yabsley to express concern about the re-erection of the sign.

The Common is being cut in accordance with the contract. There was a need to remove an unstable wall revealed when the conifers were removed and the chairman would get a digger down to the site to remove this. Cllr. Cox asked whether whilst the digger was there, could the scrapes be done at the same time. She also wanted to get the wooden benches already bought to be installed as soon a s possible.

Cllr. Cox also reminded the parish council that it had been agreed to install a picnic bench  down by the river. She had investigated options and had concluded that it would be good to have a recycled plastic bench, such as those supplied by Devon Contract Waste (DCW) of Exeter, which would provide a vandal-proof option.

On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Cox, it was Resolved that a Plymouth Picnic Table be purchased from DCW the cost of which would £474 (incl VAT) and would be sited next to the river, as discussed.


	2324-22
	PROPOSED MEETING ROOM/SHOP EXTENSION
The chairman reported that there would be a preliminary meeting with an architect the following morning just to chat through the options available.
Cllr. Jones questioned whether the idea of surveying views on whether a Village Hall would be the project that residents prefer rather than just a small addition to the Shop. Cllr. Child stated that there were concerns about the need for volunteers to run it and whether it would cover its costs.


	2324-23
	FOOTBALL GOALPOSTS
Cllr. Jones said that this request highlighted the fact that in addition to the request for goalpost(s) the rest of the equipment on the MUGA needed replacing as well and that it completely fitted the requirement for a DCF windfarm grant.

It was Resolved that the parish council would put a project together involving the goalposts with a refurbishment of the MUGA and its equipment alongside some storage. In order to make a bid for DCF money it would be necessary to have consulted with users on what was needed. Toby was requested to put together a petition for young children to sign requesting that the equipment be provided by the parish council.

The clerk pointed out that the goalposts would need to be positioned so that there was no interference with the Air Ambulance Landing site which Cllr. Jones believed could be achieved by adjusting the orientation of the pitch.


	2324-24
	KING CHARLES CORONATION CELEBRATIONS
This had been a very good event which was enjoyed by all especially since the weather had been kind on the day.

There was a surplus from the day which would be paid into the parish council account. When the organisers had dealt with the various costs a statement would be produced to support the income banked.


	2324-25
	2023/24 BANK RECONCILIATION AND BUDGET MONITOR
The Bank Reconciliation Statement and Budget Monitor as at 30th April 2023 were adopted.


	2324-26
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENT SCHEDULE
On a proposal by Cllr. Ware, seconded by Cllr. Lucas it was Resolved to approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:

Payments

	
		[bookmark: _Hlk72241584]Payee
	Services
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2023/2024
	
	
	

	R. Martin – Surf & Turf
	Gazebo
	1,506.00
	Card 

	Playsafety t/a ROSPA
	Annual Inspection
	94.20
	2324-02

	DALC
	Annual Subscription
	111.54
	2324-02

	Rackenford Shop
	Barbecue
	624.72
	2324-02

	Clyst Honiton Parish Council
	SLCC Subscription Share
	39.00
	2324-03

	FA Phillips
	Winter Maintenance 2022/23
	1,080.00
	2324-03

	Peter Jones
	Turbify Emails
	129.50
	2324-04

	Peter Jones
	Uncleared Cheque 2021/22
	36.94
	2324-04

	RJ Martin
	Salary May 2023
	288.39
	2324-05

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction May 2023
	72.20
	2324-05

	RJ Martin
	Salary June 2023
	288.39
	2324-06

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction June 2023
	72.20
	2324-06

	Lucy Lastic Band
	Coronation Entertainment
	260.00
	2324-07

	Pharaoh Print
	Coronation Tickets
	57.60
	2324-07

	Heywood Bars
	Coronation Drinks
	466.92
	2324-07

	BHIB
	Insurance Premium
	937.98
	2324-07



Receipts

	Receipt From
	Services
	Amount
£
	Reference


	2023/2024
	
	
	

	North Devon Council
	Precept
	7,500.00
	BGC

	HMRC
	VAT Refund
	712.65
	BGC




	
	

	2324-27
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Application and to agree comments:


	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	76839
	Barn at Higher Thorne Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8ED Grid Ref: 284379; 117934

	Prior approval for conversion of agricultural building to one dwellinghouse Class Q(a)(b)

Already approved by NDC.





	
	

	2324-28
	OTHER PLANNING MATTERS
The Chairman announce that he believed that the Prices Tractor application would be going to Appeal shortly. It was Agreed that the parish council continue to press the case for refusal based on its original Objection.

Application 75212, Rackenford Cross had still not been determined or withdrawn and was therefore still live and could be allowed. Cllr. Jones would ask what the current situation was by talking to the planner involved.


	2324-29
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report 
The chairman wished to thank everybody involved for the three events on the common.
b) Reports from Other Councillors
Cllr. Lucas reported that Cllr. Phillips is donating a section of the field to the shop for the extension. By way of consideration, he would like access to the field via a new gate on the corner next to the MUGA. He would need to cross a small strip of Parish Council owned land to get to the field. Because of some unusual wording on the Land Registry Title deed the simplest solution would be to grant him a licence. It was agreed that this would be acceptable and a licence for this would be prepared.
Cllr. Jones brought up two planning enforcement matters matters, firstly for the training centre at Stonelands Cross and secondly the ‘Boat Builder’. The advice from the chairman was to approach the Enforcement Officer(s) and ask what was being done, as these had been reported before. 
Cllr. Phillips was concerned about the drain between common and trinity well which needed to be re-set to avoid flooding there. He also said that there were a number of potholes in that area which should be reported to Highways.
He was also concerned that dog waste was being dumped in the salt bins and believed that further dog bins should be installed. The clerk pointed out that it is no good just installing bins without checking how the waste was going to be disposed of. The clerk would contact MDC and ask how this should be arranged, and what it would cost.


	2324-30
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next scheduled meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 11th July 2023, at 7.30pm. 


	2324-31
	MEETING CLOSURE







Chairman’s Signature:


Date:
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