Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

Tel: 07768 82951	      email: parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com      Website: www.rackenford-devon.co.uk/parish-council


The Annual Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 28th May 2024 at 7.30pm held in Rackenford School.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Graham Lamb, Sarah Child; Peter Jones; Jenny Cox, Fred Phillips, Scott Ware, Stewart Warne.

Also Present: No-one

In attendance: Rob Martin, Clerk

Others: Two members of the general public

MINUTES

	2425-01
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2024/2025
On a proposal by Cllr. Lamb, seconded by Cllr. Child, it was resolved that Cllr. Ware would be Chairman for the coming year. Cllr. Ware took the chair for this meeting.


	2425-02
	APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.
Ian Lucas had resigned as a councillor since the last meeting, leaving a councillor vacancy.


	2425-03
	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Child, it was resolved that Cllr. Lamb would be Vice-Chairman for the coming year.


	2425-04
	RECEIPT OF AGENDAS ONLINE
It was resolved that agendas and minutes would continue to be received online.


	2425-05
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.


	2425-06
	SIGNATORIES
On a proposal by Cllr. Lamb, seconded by Cllr. Child it was resolved that the parish council bank signatories continue to be Cllrs. Stewart Warne, Fred Phillips, Sarah Child and Rob Martin, the Clerk.


	2425-07
	FINAL ACCOUNTS
On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Child, it was resolved:
a) To adopt the Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31st March 2024.
b) To approve and adopt the 2023/24 Annual Accounts for the Parish Council
c) To approve the presented analysis of the Reserves at the year-end
These documents were signed by the chairman.


	2425-08
	INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2023/24
The Internal Audit Report by Mulberry & Co was adopted. There were no matters of concern within the report and the clerk was thanked for his work in achieving this.


	2425-09
	ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR) 2023/24
On a proposal by Cllr. Warne, seconded by Cllr. Lamb, it was resolved to approve for onward submission the following:
a) AGAR Section 1, the Annual Governance Statement for 2023/24.
b) AGAR Section 2, the Annual Accounts Statement for 2023/24 on the basis that the turnover for the year was greater than £25,000.


	2425-10
	INSURANCE RENEWAL
Two quotations had been obtained, on the basis of the information on the Asset Register
On a like for like basis, the premium quotations resulting are:
a) Clear (Formerly BHIB) – Aviva £1,174.98
b) Select for Local Councils (Community First) – Zurich £1,018.71 for just one year, or £967.77 for the first year of a 3-year Long-Term Agreement (LTA).

On a proposal by Cllr. Cox, seconded by Cllr. Phillips it was resolved for Rackenford Parish Council to enter into the LTA with Select resulting in a payment on 1st June 2024 of £967.77.


	2425-11
	REPRESENTATIONS ON OUTSIDE BODIES
The Parish Council observers on outside bodies would be:
a) Rackenford School – Cllr. Child
b) Batsworthy Cross – Cllr Jones (unless DC position compromises this) & Cllr. Lamb
c) Community Shop Committee – Cllrs. Lamb and Child were already on the committee


	2425-12
	COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITIES
To elect councillors to lead on the following subjects:
a) Snow Warden – Cllr. Phillips
b) Tree warden – all to ensure Ed Nicholson does the annual condition ‘survey’
c) Footpaths – Cllr. Warne
d) Play Area – Cllrs. Lamb, Ware, Jones
e) Highways – Cllr. Phillips
f) Planning – Cllr. Lamb


	2425-13
	MINUTES
On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by Cllr. Jones it was resolved to approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th March 2024 after an ‘s’ had been removed.


	2425-14
	CLERK’S REPORT
The following report was given by the Clerk:
· The churchyard grant of £300 had been paid to the PCC
· He had taken a week’s annual leave at the beginning of April.
· The resignation of Ian Lucas had been actioned with confirmation having been received from Electoral Services at NDC that there had been no call for an election. This meant that the vacancy would be filled by co-option and a deadline of 24th June 2024 had been set for the receipt of applications, in time for the council to appoint at its next meeting on 2nd July 2024.
· The Internal Audit report had been received, item 2425-08 above, which had been the end product of a lot of preparation work.
· The application for the Asset of Community Value listing had been submitted and acknowledged by NDC.
· He questioned the current status of the North Devon Local Plan Review and Cllr. Jones provided an update for which he would obtain expected time-scales form the District staff.
· He had noted that there had been a fatal crash on the junction with the main road and was informed that a motor-cyclist, one of three travelling together, had been killed when a vehicle just did not stop at the junction.
· He had received an invoice of £300 for the use of the school hall as a meeting room and a payment of £200 had been received from the school as a contribution towards MUGA maintenance for the use made of it. The clerk agreed that an agreement should be reached on offsetting the two with just one payment being made each year.
· He had received an invitation for councillors to visit the North Devon Record Office between 2pm and 4pm on 18th June 2024.


	2425-15
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
Public
The members of the public had no questions to ask.
County Council
Cllr. Yabsley was not present and had sent no report.
District Council
Cllr. Jones wished to thank Cllr. Lamb for the support he had given him as Parish Council Chairman both within the parish and on becoming the District Councillor. He also wanted to extend the thanks to the rest of the parish councillors as well, as fulfilling that role was sometimes a thankless task, whilst doing the best they can for the local community.

Cllr. Jones explained that he and Robin Milton, district councillor for Bishops Nympton had been asking questions about the operation of the Batsworthy Fund given that the major grant fund remained closed to applications. He explained that the discussions were currently confidential but he was able to say that they were trying to make the process of allocation more transparent and to focus them more on capital rather than revenue expenditure to invest in assets for the future use of the local communities. He would report back when this work was concluded.

He then explained work being undertaken to ensure that local businesses and farms were accessing all available support funding. In addition, he said that a new Recycling Centre was to be built so there would, no doubt, be concerns once the building got underway.

In planning, he emphasised the need to be proactive from the very start to allow him to call applications in if they caused concern and perhaps publish things more readily on the Facebook page. 

Cllr. Lamb asked whether Cllr. Jones could persuade Witheridge to deal with overgrown hedges between Hill Town Cross and Tidderson being especially needing attention. Cllr. Jones suggested that the right protocol would be for the clerk to write to the Witheridge parish clerk for this.


	2425-16
	THE COMMON

	
	Cllr. Cox had been asked to request a further public seat against the road about half-way along the Common to provide something for those with mobility restrictions to rest on when enjoying a walk. On a proposal by the chairman, it was agreed in principle to acquire a recycled plastic seat to be placed on the Common at a location to be agreed by councillors once they had conducted a walk around. The clerk would get a price for a seat, initially from DCW who supplied the picnic bench at Big River.

Cllr. Lamb suggested a working party to tidy up various things on the Common.

The clerk reported that the grass on the Common had been cut 7 times in the 2023 season.

Cllr. Lamb pointed out that there was a dead Cherry tree on the War Memorial triangle which would have to be felled at some stage and was the responsibility of the parish council. Cllr. Child undertook to ask Pete Grudgeon to look at the tree and advise on its removal and what it could be replaced with. A notice of the parish council’s intentions would need to be published so that people were aware of why it was being removed and what it was going to be replaced with.

Cllr. Jones highlighted that the Village Day would be on the Common and would take place on 31st August 2024. He had booked the Lucy Lastic Band for £300 and provisionally booked the Rackenford Rascals with its cost being £180 for the day. He had hopefully secured the loan of a marquee from Witheridge. The other arrangements were being organised. It was agreed that Cllr. Jones continue organising the event on the basis of his experience over the last couple of years.

Cllr. Cox pointed out that her marquee had been vandalised twelve months ago at the Coronation event and it should be replaced. Cllr. Lamb would investigate the cost of replacement for consideration at a future meeting.


	2425-17
	PLAY EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
There were a number of minor points made on the report which would be attended to by those responsible for this task. A written report on the work done in response to the ROSPA report would need to be on file and the clerk would draw up a format to work with, based on the safety report.


	2425-18
	MUGA REFURBISHMENT
The chairman believed that some tarmac had turned up earlier in the day which had been out in an unfortunate location which had blocked the entrance path to the Common. The manager of the company carrying out the work had informed Cllr. Jones that the work would be finished this week. Whilst there was some scepticism about that, it was noted that the weather was due to improve by the weekend and into next week.
 

	2425-19
	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GROUP UPDATE
The chairman had summarised the results of the group’s survey, which was not public yet as they had not been able to meet. 

There were 89 surveys returned, representing 178 people with 50% of these living within 1 mile of the village. He briefly detailed some of the immediate conclusions he had drawn from the analysis.

A more detailed summary would be available after the group had met to discuss the details.

Cllr. Jones outlined the idea of holding an open session at which the results of the survey could be discussed with a table for each matter identified in the survey with people being given the chance to offer their comments on each one.


	2425-20
	2024/25 BANK RECONCILIATION AND BUDGET MONITOR
The clerk had not yet been able to produce this. He had set Scribe up but had run out of time to put the data on the system. He would look to do this and circulate information before the next meeting.


	2425-21
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENT SCHEDULE
On a proposal by Cllr. Lamb, seconded by Cllr. Warne, it was resolved to approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:

Payments

	
		[bookmark: _Hlk72241584]Payee
	Services
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2024/2025
	
	
	

	RJ Martin
	Salary April 2024
	305.86
	2425-01

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction April 2024
	76.40
	2425-01

	Playsafety t/a ROSPA
	Annual Inspection
	98.40
	2425-03

	Land & Forest
	Common Maintenance35.89
	2,088.00
	2425-03

	Mulberry & Co.
	Internal Audit
	234.00
	2425-03

	DALC
	Annual Subscription
	159.94
	2425-03

	Scott Ware
	Survey Stationery
	35.89
	2425-03

	Rackenford PCC
	Churchyard Maintenance
	300.00
	2425-04

	Clyst Honiton Parish Council
	SLCC Subscription Share
	43.00
	2425-04

	FA Phillips
	Winter Maintenance 2023/24
	360.00
	2425-05

	RJ Martin
	Salary May 2024
	305.86
	2425-02

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction May 2024
	76.40
	2425-02

	RJ Martin
	Salary June 2024
	305.86
	2425-06

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction June 2024
	76.40
	2425-06

	Devon County Council
	School Hire
	300.00
	2425-07

	Community First Trading Limited
	Insurance Premium
	967.77
	2425-08



Receipts
	Receipt From
	Services
	Amount
£
	Reference


	2024/2025
	
	
	

	North Devon Council
	Precept
	7,950.00
	BGC

	HMRC
	VAT Refund
	2,657.57
	BGC

	DCC
	School MUGA
	200.00
	BGC




	
	

	2425-22
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Application and to agree comments:


	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	78552
	Land at Danesfield Farm Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8DN
	Change of use from agricultural land to a canine training and exercise facility

Decision: The deadline was 11th June 2024. Cllrs. will pass comment on this following the meeting.


	78553
	Twin Oaks Farm Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8DN
	Retrospective application for works to existing barn together with proposed erection of stables

Decision: The deadline was 6th June 2024 – this was a change of use from agriculture to commercial. Cllrs. Will pass comment on this following the meeting.


	78691
	East Nutcott Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8EE
	Variation of condition 2 (plans) attached to planning permission 62829 (Demolition of existing dwelling and adjacent barn together with erection of one new dwelling with ancillary living accommodation (amended plans)) to allow dwelling to match plans

Decision: No comment 


	78665
	Coles Yard Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8DT
	Approval of details in respect of discharge of conditions 5 (external design/materials) 7 (landscaping) 8 (BNG) 11 (LEMP) 14 (ground contamination) 15 (WSI) 16 (FDA) 17 (CEMP) attached to planning permission 74391 (redevelopment of the yard for the erection of six dwellings)

Decision: No comment


	75212
	Land at Rackenford Cross Rackenford Devon
	Erection of 11 dwellings with associated landscaping, access and infrastructure.

Decision: More clarification required on why this has been resubmitted.





	
	

	2425-23
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – the chairman had nothing further to add.
b) Reports from Other Councillors – there were no further councillor reports.


	2425-24
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next scheduled meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 2nd July 2024, at 7.30pm. 


	2425-25
	MEETING CLOSURE






Chairman’s Signature:


Date:
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