Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

Tel: 07768 82951	      email: parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com      Website: www.rackenford-devon.co.uk/parish-council


There was a Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 11th July 2023 at 7.30pm held in Rackenford School.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Graham Lucas (Chairman); Sarah Child; Peter Jones; Fred Phillips; Ian Lucas; Scott Ware, Stewart Warne & Jenny Cox.

Also Present: County Cllr. Jeremy Yabsley (7.50pm to 8.10pm)

In attendance: Rob Martin, Clerk

Others: No members of the general public

MINUTES

	2324-32
	APOLOGIES
No apologies had been received.


	2324-33
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
There were no declarations of Interest.


	2324-34
	MINUTES
Following some minor changes to detail, on a proposal by the Chairman, it was Resolved to approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 23RD May 2023


	2324-35
	CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
The clerk reported that apart from making an extra visit for the Stonelands Cross planning meeting, there had not been a lot of activity since the last council meeting. He had ordered a bench from Devon Contact Wase, as agreed at the last meeting and had just received an email requesting delivery information. It was agreed that Cllr. Phillips would receive the bench and he would locate it with guidance from Cllr. Cox.


	
	The Chairman suspended the Parish Council meeting to hear presentations, reports from District and County Councillors and take questions from members of the public.


	2324-36
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
District Council
Cllr. Peter Jones reported on his first two months as a North Devon Councillor which had been busy and informative. He met members of the planning team to be informed and ask some questions. The Rackenford Cross application for 11 properties had been approved which he was surprised about, as every Rackenford Policy in the Local Plan had been ignored. He had tried to ‘call it in’ but was informed that this could only be done within 4 weeks of the application being validated and this would not be extended if further information was needed by the parish council to be able to make a final decision. It was therefore necessary to make an initial decision on an application, subject to further information being made available later. The parish council might have to hold more meetings to be able to respond in time to allow the call-in to take place.

The other matter on planning he found out was that the whole planning enforcement function was being undertaken by two apprentices and was focussing on matters that were listed properties. They are recruiting a head of the team shortly. He had been informed that parish councillors were able to ask questions of landowners on planning matters, but this needed to be done carefully.

County Council
Cllr. Jeremy Yabsley reported that there was a new Head of Schools and a new Head of Children’s Services.
On a question from Cllr. Jones, he said that there would be a housing drive-around sometime in the next two months and he would give the parish council the date, when it was fixed.
There was an exchange on the subject of potholes, which should always be notified through the links on the County website.
Cllr. Yabsley also updated the parish council on the latest movements within the 65 County Farms for which they were receiving a lot of applicants. The project contributed half a million pounds of profit annually.


	
	The Chairman reconvened the meeting.


	2324-37
	THE COMMON

	
	The chairman said that the three benches currently in storage were going to be fitted with two in the play area and one by the zipwire, but he wanted Ed Nicholson to advise exactly where to avoid conflict with the grass cutting.

Access was needed to the power supply for the Air Ambulance lighting in order to update the software in the control box. The chairman would meet them at the site on Thursday 13th July at 11.00am.


	2324-38
	POTENTIAL MEETING ROOM/SHOP EXTENSION
An initial response had been received back from the architect. They had expressed doubt about the height of any structure because of its proximity to the grade 1 listed church.
Cllr. Jones had received feedback from residents that there were concerns about the lack of a firm brief for this project which Cllr. Lucas had also had. Cllr. Jones had responded by saying that there were currently only vague plans for the project and that he was sure there would be some form of public consultation once a clear direction had been agreed upon.

The architects had not yet produced an outline plan but had issued a report giving the number of rooms and the size of them. There was a need to start considering some layouts.

Cllr. Jones laid out his understanding that the shop would occupy the original building but just be a little wider with the new build occupied by the meeting room and facilities. He questioned whether the old building could be extended backwards but was informed that this could not be done. The chairman was, supported by Cllrs. Lucas and Child, of the opinion that the shop would occupy the new building and the community facility would be in the existing building. Cllr. Child believed that there would be a need to have a combined meeting of the parish councillors and the shop committee to determine the final way forward. The chairman believed that there was nothing further to be discussed.
Cllr. Jones pointed out that whilst those involved had their opinions on the way this project was to go there were other opinions within the village.

The group needed to put some clearer ideas about how the project should look before it can be taken any further. Cllr. Cox asked whether the shop plans should include an office rather than trying to do paperwork amongst the stores. Cllr. Child was concerned that there was a need to get more detail sorted before any form of public consultation was carried out.

Cllr. Jones proposed that the shop should be contained within an extended existing building with the community facility contained within new build. The chairman said no, this was not feasible. Cllr. Lucas said the prime mover was that they were looking to expand the shop to accommodate the additional needs of an expanding village population.

Cllr. Jones was concerned that the fact that the direction of travel was for the shop to move into the new build and the meeting room would be in the existing building needed to be communicated to the public. There was a need to manage the expectation of the community as he believed that people were expecting more than just a relatively small room for public use.

The clerk pointed out that because the parish council meets in public and produces public minutes it could have a useful role in the project of communicating with the community on what is intended and what progress was being made.

Cllr. Cox believed it was important that the people that work in the shop should be consulted early in the process.
 

	2324-39
	SPORTS EQUIPMENT & STORAGE
On a proposal by Cllr. Ware seconded by Cllr. Jones, it was Resolved to replace the goal post on the Common and the two goalposts, basketball hoops and storage of the MUGA all potentially funded by DCF grant.

It was also Resolved to purchase the goalpost for the Common straight away, from FORZA at a cost of £779.99, including VAT.


	2324-40
	TENNIS COURT/MUGA & TENNIS NETS
Cllr. Lucas pointed out that the DCF Batsworthy fund would not apply to the resurfacing of the MUGA court, so that would have to be funded by the parish council, for which a DCC Locality Fund grant might be available.

On a proposal by Cllr. Ware seconded by Cllr. Jones, it was Resolved to add the replacement of the tennis nets and posts to the list of work, plus £750 for the labour costs of fitting the  equipment alongside the resurfacing of the MUGA court, for which a quotation would be sought.  

A local company had been put to the parish council as the leading experts in this field and it was coming to Rackenford next Tuesday (18th July) to provide a quotation.                       

The clerk would order the Common goalposts and prepare a DCF grant claim for the eligible equipment and submit a claim to DCC for some of Cllr. Yabsley’s Locality grant allocation.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  .
The total costs of the project would be as follows:

	Item
	Manufacturer
	Cost inc VAT
	Cost exc VAT

	Basketball Hoops
	FORZA
	£199.98
	£166.65

	Goalpost with Locking Socket
	FORZA
	£779.99
	£649.50

	MUGA Goalposts
	FORZA
	£639.99
	£533.32

	Metal Storage Box
	Falcon
	£314.99
	£262.49

	Tennis Nets & Posts
	Vermont
	£331.97
	£276.64

	Labour
	
	£750.00
	£750.00

	TOTAL
	
	£3,016.92
	£2,638.60




	
	

	2324-41
	DEFIBRILLATOR
There was nothing further to report and it was agreed to remove it from future meetings.


	2324-42
	BANK RECONCILIATION
It was Resolved to adopt the bank reconciliation as at 30th June 2023


	2324-43
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS TO DATE COMPARED TO BUDGET
The statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2023 to 30th June 2023 was noted.


	2324-44
	PAYMENT SCHEDULE
On a proposal by the chairman, it was Resolved to approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting, as below:


	
		Payee
	Services
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2023/2024
	
	
	

	RJ Martin
	Salary July 2023
	288.39
	2324-10

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction July 2023
	72.20
	2324-10

	RJ Martin
	Travel Expenses Apr 22 to July 23
	67.50
	2324-11

	Devon Contract Waste
	Recycled Bench
	474.00
	2324-11

	RJ Martin
	Salary August 2023
	288.59
	2324-12

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction August 2023
	72.00
	2324-12




	
	

	2324-45
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:

	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	77273
	Barn at Rose Ash Devon
	Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building to dwelling house (Class Q) (A & B)

Decision: No comment

	76429
	Land and Buildings at Tidderson Lane Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8DN Grid Ref: 286715; 117540

	Erection of a building for use as ironwork workshop (use class B2) and agriculture and associated works together with relocation of 2 existing buildings

Amended Details

Decision: To object on the previous basis

	77064
	Higher Crowdhole Mill Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8EJ
	Change of use of the land to domestic garden space and the erection of an ancillary outbuilding

Decision: No comment



b) Planning Decisions since the last meeting
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	NDC Decision

	None
	
	
	



c) Planning Appeals since the last Meeting
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	Response Deadline

	X1118/W/23/3317058
	Land at Stonelands Cross 
Rackenford
	Provision of an Agricultural Hub
	Deadline 17 July 23

Decision: To object to the appeal on the bases already notified plus other environmental and highways matters.




	
	

	2324-46
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – the chairman had nothing further to report.
b) Reports from Other Councillors
Cllr. Cox was concerned that she had seen motorcycles using the public right of way locally. Cllr. Warne would go and have a word the next time it was happening.
Cllr. Child requested that the clerk notify the school about using its building for parish council meetings. The clerk undertook to liaise with the school about the meetings schedule both for the future and in the past.
Cllr. Jones would give the clerk a form for the installation of new dog waste and rubbish bins. The result of who pays for what would be reported by the clerk. The location of an extra bin would be discussed at a future meeting.


	2324-47
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next scheduled meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 5th September 2023, at 7.30pm in Rackenford School. 


	2324-48
	MEETING CLOSURE
The meeting was closed at 9.40pm




Chairman’s Signature:


Date:
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