Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

Tel: 07768 82951	      email: parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com      Website: www.rackenford-devon.co.uk/parish-council


There was a Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council Meeting on Wednesday 3rd September 2024 at 7.30pm held in Rackenford School.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Peter Jones; Scott Ware, Stewart Warne, Fred Phillips, Jenny Cox & Sarah Child.

Also Present: Peter Grugeon, prospective councillor

In attendance: Rob Martin, Clerk

Others: Five members of the general public

MINUTES

	2425-026
	APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllr. Lamb who was on holiday.


	2425-027
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
Cllr. Jones declared a personal interest in relation to planning application 75212, the site of which would be directly opposite his house.


	2425-028
	MINUTES
Minor adjustments were required to the draft minutes to include a personal interest declaration made by Cllr. Jones in relation to planning application 75212 the site of which would be directly opposite his house and the inclusion of Cllr. Warne on the list of those responsible for the play area.

On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by Cllr. Jones, it was Resolved to approve, as a correct record, the adjusted minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 28th May 2024


	2425-029
	COUNCILLOR CO-OPTION
Two people had applied for the one position available for cooption as a councillor, one of which had withdrawn in the last two days.

Peter Grugeon outlined his experience as a former parish councillor, in particular in relation to planning and stated that he would, if coopted, be the only councillor for his part of the parish.

On a proposal by Cllr. Warne, seconded by Cllr. Child, it was Resolved to co-opt Peter Grugeon as a councillor to fill the vacancy.

Cllr. Grugeon then joined the meeting as a councillor.


	2425-030
	CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
The clerk stated that most of the matters he had experienced since May 2024 had been included as agenda items and would be dealt with accordingly.

He had received an email from Rob Mathews regarding the eradication of Himalayan Balsam in Rackenford which had been circulated to councillors. It was agreed that this would be considered at the AGM in May 2025 perhaps with a team put together to go around pulling the plants up.


	
	The Chairman suspended the Parish Council meeting to hear presentations, reports from District and County Councillors and take questions from members of the public.


	2425-031
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
District Council
District Cllr. Jones reported that water testing had been done on some local streams resulting in proof that pollution was occurring on a regular basis. This had been reported to the Environment Agency (EA) which had requested that further tests be carried out. The EA was now investigating this matter further. He went on to say that since the testing had been carried out a local planning application to install a slurry pit had been received which was interesting.
He had also had meetings with Cllr. Milton about the operation of the Batsworthy Grant Fund. There had been changes in the management of the fund, including the political membership and the small, medium and large funds were now reopening for applications.
County Council
County Cllr. Yabsley was not present and had not provided a report.
Public Questions
The tennis court refurbishment contractor asked about the comments being made on the quality of the work carried out carried out by his staff. The chairman outlined that the complaints related to an uneven surface, and that the tennis net post sockets were loose. The answers were that the surface was within the normal tolerances for a court such as this and that the post holders should not be loose, which the contractor would arrange to be put right. The contractor then left the meeting.

Another member of the public questioned the answers being given by the contractor and expressed concern that £24,000 of parish council money had been spent on the refurbishment. The chairman explained that the outcome was not all that it might have been, but that it had been about what the parish council deemed as good value for money. 

Competitively, the price would have been in excess of £30,000 which was beyond the scope of the parish council’s available resources and more than could be justified on the one asset without compromising the maintenance of the other community assets for which the parish council was responsible. In effect, the parish council got what it paid for.

The clerk had been concerned about the process undergone when the contract was arranged and would look for this to be more robust for future projects, hence the consideration of a new set of Financial Regulations (2425-039) later in the meeting. The chairman agreed that there was a need to ensure transparency in parish council work which he would try to ensure happened. Whether a better finish for the tennis court/MUGA was necessary and could be achieved might be something for the ongoing community consultations being undertaken together with conversations on funding.


	2425-032
	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GROUP UPDATE
A community engagement group event had been held in the school hall on 13th June 2024, with 50-60 people attending. The idea had been to find out what people might want to have in the parish going forward and this resulted in survey questionnaires being sent around to the whole village and a report being published on the results of this. Other village matters had been a priority subsequently and it was now a question of the future of the group and whether it should become an official part of the parish council. Another meeting of the group would be convened to suggest a way forward to enabling the ideas to come to fruition.

One of the main threads coming from people surveyed was how could the community make the best of the assets currently in existence, such as the Stag Inn and Rackenford Club. If the pub were to be offered for sale, then the community should be ready to acquire it and the work on this might have to be done sooner rather than later.

Cllr. Jones brought up the potential for running a community bus service using volunteer drivers. This could also be a matter to be considered by whatever community group structure is adopted.


	
	The Chairman reconvened the meeting


	2425-033
	THE COMMON

	
	The following updates on the progress of maintenance work on the Common were made:
1. A Clearance Working Party for the clearance of footpaths had been suggested but had not been actioned. The chairman believed that the potential work that would be undertaken by such a group would need to be identified before it could be taken forward and he would discuss this with Ed Nicholson to determine that.
1. The Common Maintenance Contract was not discussed on this occasion.
1. The provision of new benches & tables had previously been discussed, in particular where they could be located. The current request was that picnic tables, similar to the one installed at Big River would be better for the school to allow children to draw when working outside. Cllr. Phillips believed that a wooden table would provide a better surface for this that the recycled plastic one. The current thoughts were that a bench be provided alongside the Common and a picnic bench available for the schoolchildren. Costs to be obtained for the provision of both in both recycled plastic and wood for a decision to be made by the next meeting. Cllr. Phillips handed the clerk a price list for Heard & Sendell Ltd for the provision of such furniture in wood.
1. Cllr. Cox also wanted the subject of potential passing places to be installed next to the Common, not of tarmac, but of compacted stone. (see 2425-036 below)
1. At least one of the trees at Rackenford Cross needed to be removed. Cllr. Grugeon explained that the three trees on the traffic island at Rackenford Cross were struggling because they were planted close to the edge with their roots unable to spread sufficiently. He suggested a number of alternative replacements that would be able to sustain growth with such restrictions. On a proposal by Cllr. Grugeon, seconded by the chairman, it was Resolved to get a quotation to remove the worst affected tree and replace with a more suitable variety and to eventually replace all three with suitable replacements. Councillors would accompany Cllr. Grugeon on a visit to the site.


	2425-034
	MUGA RESURFACING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
1. The current surfacing situation was discussed under the public session, minute 2425-031 above, the conclusions of which the council accepted.
1. Fencing around MUGA – the Chairman undertook to arrange the replacement of the wooden fencing using the wood already purchased on behalf of the council.
1. Storage Facility – the chairman had obtained a price for a Keter type box for the storage of the nets and attachments amounting to £150. Cllr. Cox questioned whether a metal corn-bin would do, which the chairman would investigate before arranging to purchasing anything.


	2425-035
	ACCESS AGREEMENT FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES
Cllr. Phillips declared a personal interest in this item, and the parish council resolved that he should be permitted to join the discussion in order to be questioned on the details involved.
Cllr. Child expressed a personal interest as a Shop Committee director. She would also continue to take part in the discussion.

Cllr. Child explained that the shop committee had for some time been considering an expansion of the shop facilities and that Cllr. Phillips had offered to donate some of his land for this purpose. In order for this to be done, however, there would be a need for a new access from the highway across land which was believed to be owned by the parish council. Further investigation, however, revealed that this was not the case as the land still belonged to the ‘Village Hall Trust’, a charity for which the parish council was merely a trustee.

On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by the Chairman it was resolved that the parish council would support Cllr. Phillips gaining easement over the land in question for the potential expansion of the shop facilities, whilst his land continues to be used for agricultural purposes.


	2425-036
	HIGHWAYS
It was resolved that the work done to fill in the ditches either side of the road be filled in and compacted to provide passing places for cars be approved. The work would be carried out by BG Phillips in the sum of £1,000 plus VAT.

The chairman would organize a walk around the Common to identify any further work necessary to ensure the integrity of the highway edges elsewhere.


	2425-037
	NORTH DEVON LOCAL PLAN REVIEW
The North Devon Local Plan review was underway which would include, following the new government guidelines, an increase in the number of residential dwellings to be provided.

Cllr. Jones was proposing that he would arrange a meeting with planners for the local parishes to go along and identify what they can expect in terms of allocations and how they could influence where these would be positioned.

The clerk explained the difference between a ‘Parish Plan’ and a ‘Neighbourhood Plan’ in particular focusing on the process of constructing the latter, which then becomes part of the district-wide ‘Development Plan’. 

Cllr. Jones pointed out that for the allied Infrastructure Plan, there would be a need to ensure that a future village hall provision be included alongside the shop project and the potential community purchase of the Stag Inn. This would need to be added to the next agenda to finalise what can be put forward.


	2425-038
	EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2023/24
The 2023/24 External Audit report from PKF Littlejohn had been circulated and it was noted that the only comment had been that the AGAR was submitted without being signed by the chairman of the council. This had been an error by the clerk caused by the cancellation of the 2 July 2024 meeting and would not occur in the future. Other than this, the parish council’s accounts had been given a clean bill of health.


	2425-039
	FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
A set of Financial Regulations based upon a new model version issued by NALC in April 2024 had been circulated, with the financial thresholds highlighted as being those in the model document could be the subject of a future review.

The clerk undertook to send the complete original April 2024 version to the chairman.

On a proposal by Cllr. Grugeon, seconded by Cllr. Jones, it was resolved to adopt the Financial regulations as presented with a review to be undertaken in the next twelve months.


	2425-040
	BANK RECONCILIATION
The bank reconciliation as at 31st August 2024 was noted.


	2425-041
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS TO DATE COMPARED TO BUDGET
The statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2024 to 31st August 2024 had been circulated. This statement was noted.


	2425-042
	PAYMENT SCHEDULE
On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Warne, it was resolved that the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:

PAYMENTS

	
		Payee
	Services
	Month or Ref.
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2024/2025
	
	
	
	

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	July 2024
	305.86
	2425-09

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction 
	July 2024
	76.40
	2425-09

	STAG Construction
	MUGA Resurfacing
	00397
	14,400.00
	2425-10

	BG Phillips
	Bench Installation
	
	638.40
	2425-10

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	Aug 2024
	305.86
	2425-11

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Aug 2024
	76.40
	2425-11

	PKF Littlejohn 
	External Audit
	SB20240440
	252.00
	2425-12

	Parish Online
	Mapping System
	18UE048
	36.00
	2425-12

	Avon Road Mark Ltd
	MUGA Lining
	34075
	1,674.00
	2425-12

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	Sept 2024
	305.86
	2425-13

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Sept 2024
	76.40
	2425-13

	BG Phillips
	Passing Places
	
	1,200.00
	2425-14

	Exmoor Luxury Loos
	D-Day Event Toilets
	Inv 5718
	366.00
	2425-14

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	Oct 2024
	305.86
	2425-15

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Oct 2024
	76.40
	2425-15



RECEIPTS
	Received from
	Services
	Amount
£
	

	2024/2025
	
	
	

	None
	
	
	




	
	

	2425-043
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:

	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	75212
	Land at Rackenford Cross Rackenford Devon
	Erection of 11 dwellings with associated landscaping, access and infrastructure.

Decision: On 17 June 2024 RPC Objected to this application on the bases of Material finish, the mix of properties, lack of affordable housing, the number of properties and a dangerous access.

Cllr. Jones explained that this was now due to be considered by the district council planning committee in October 2024 but as he has a personal interest in the decision, he cannot represent the community at the meeting. The Chairman would represent Rackenford at the planning committee, focusing on the matters raised in the parish council’s objection.


	79085
	Broad Close Rackenford 
Tiverton 
Devon EX16 8ED

	Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building to 4 dwelling houses (under Class Q (A&B))

Decision: No comment





	
	

	2425-044
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
1. Chairman
The chairman asked whether the matter of the replacement village marquee had been resolved with Cllr. Cox confirming that it had not. Cllr. Lamb had provided a marquee when it was needed by Cllr. Cox, but it was one that had holes in the roof and other damage, so would not do long-term. Cllr. Cox had not seen the original since the day that it was used and damaged so was unable to say whether it was repairable or not.
This would be added to the next agenda for a decision on providing the replacement.
1. Other Councillors
Cllr. Phillips wished to point out that there were a number of roadside hedges that needed to be cut back, some of which were the responsibility of the parish council. He was wary of asking farmers to cut back when the PC had not. It was agreed that councillors would go around the parish to determine what the PC needed to do.
The question of when the fireworks/bonfire night event should be held was brought up with the conclusion that further investigation on other events around that time had to be undertaken before a date could be set.

Cllr. Jones wanted to thank all those that had contributed to the event the previous weekend, which he believed had been enjoyed by all present.


	2425-045
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council would be on Tuesday 5th November 2024, at 7.30pm in Rackenford School. 


	2425-046
	MEETING CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.55






Chairman’s Signature:




Date:
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