Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

Tel: 07768 82951	      email: parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com      Website: www.rackenford-devon.co.uk/parish-council


There was a Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 5th September 2023 at 7.30pm held in Rackenford School.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Sarah Child; Peter Jones; Scott Ware, Stewart Warne & Jenny Cox.

Also Present: County Cllr. Jeremy Yabsley

In attendance: Rob Martin, Clerk

Others: Three members of the general public

MINUTES

	
	In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr. Jones took the chair.


	2324-49
	APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Lamb, Lucas and Phillips.


	2324-50
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
Cllr. Childs declared a personal interest in items 2324-57 and 2324-58 as a Director of the Rackenford Shop Company.
Cllr. Jones declared an interest as the North Devon Councillor in relation to all planning matters. 
Cllr. Jones also declared an interest in item 2324-61 because of his role at NDC leading a team looking at water pollution.


	2324-51
	MINUTES
Cllr. Jones believed that County Cllr. Yabsley had asked a question about signage that had been damaged in a recent accident and he would be doing a drive around with the highways staff when he would point out the damaged sign. Minute 2324-36 was adjusted accordingly.

On a proposal by Cllr. Cox, seconded by Ware, it was Resolved to approve, as a correct record, the adjusted minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th July 2023 which were then signed as such.


	2324-52
	CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
The only matter not on the agenda was the fact that the goalposts had been ordered, paid for and had now been delivered.


	
	At 7.45pm the Chairman suspended the Parish Council meeting to hear presentations, reports from District and County Councillors and take questions from members of the public.


	2324-54
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
County Council
Cllr. Yabsley outlined a number of matters relating to the County Council.                                                                                                                                                                                        

District Council
Cllr. Jones reported on North Devon Council matters. 

Recycling collections had not been taking place in some parts of the parish and Cllr. Jones liaised with NDC staff to ensure all had now been collected and would continue to be.

He had arranged for a new rubbish bin to be installed in Rackenford. He confirmed that all waste, including dog-poo, should go in the same bins.

He also explained how he had been able to call-in a class Q planning, with the result that he was called immediately, and a dialogue was started on how the proposal could be made acceptable. This resulted in large changes to the proposal and that it would now be passed. 

The Post Office in the shop was under threat of closure because the postmasters at Dulverton Post Office who currently run the service in Rackenford were retiring. Cllr. Jones had asked around other district councillors who confirmed this was a widespread matter. 

The other related matter was that the ATM cash machine relied on the local post office to keep it operational and there was a danger that this could be withdrawn as well.

The parish council would have to investigate to see whether the services can be retained for the future.

Members of the Public
A question was raised about whether the bonfire celebration event would be advertised more widely than just Rackenford village. There was a limit to the number of people could be accommodated and it had been a popular event last year. The conclusion was that the event would not be advertised wider than the village and it would just be shared on social media.

The second question was about the possibility of a village hall being provided which the resident supported. Referencing the agenda, the resident wished the parish council to take a more positive approach to the subject, particularly in any public consultation that might take place.

A further member of the public wanted to be reassured that the village shop would be able to continue providing a good service to the public. The subject turned to include the potential hall project and the proposed consultation and the possible solutions to the post office and ATM concerns. Cllr. Jones undertook to write some letters to the various organisations involved to try to get some information on what is proposed.


	
	The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 8.20pm


	2324-55
	THE COMMON

	
	George Phillips would erect the football posts, put in benches, complete scrapes and put in a hard standing for the picnic area at the river the following week.


	2324-56
	BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS 2023
The allotted date would be Saturday 4th November 2023 and further details would be obtained from Cllrs. Lamb and Lucas who were organizing it.


	2324-57
	SHOP PROJECT
Cllr. Child updated council on the shop project. Although an Architect had produced a plan which enlarged the shop area there was still thought to be too much impact on the view across to the church and beyond and it was probably best to have a conversation directly with the Conservation Officer at the District Council to clarify what would be acceptable. Following that, there will be a public consultation on the project in the next few weeks all being well.

It was confirmed that this was solely a shop company project, not one for the parish council.


	2324-58
	VILLAGE HALL/VILLAGE ROOM
Cllr. Jones believed that the refurbishment work on the Common project was now drawing to a close and it was probably time to be asking the Rackenford Community what it wanted to the parish council to do going forward.

This might give feedback on the possibility of a village hall, the pub and other public amenities.

Cllr. Jones had proposed a joint consultation for both the shop and the potential village hall. Cllr. Child believed that this would be confusing, and it was Agreed that a small group would be set up to discuss what form the consultation would take. The group would be made up of two members of the public (Jane Isaac & Jenny Nash), two councillors (Peter Jones and Scott Ware) and a shop committee representative (Sarah Child). Cllr. Child believed that the Terms of Reference for this group should be drawn up, which Jenny Nash volunteered to do in time for parish council approval at its next meeting.


	2324-59
	MUGA RESURFACING
A quotation had been received for the resurfacing of the MUGA in the sum of £12,500 which was much cheaper than the full price for a job of this size. The quotation was from a local contractor who was prepared to work at cost for this job on behalf of the community. It was Resolved to look at other similar jobs carried out by the contractor and, if a satisfactory surface resulted, to accept the quotation. Further comments were made on the need to be sure there was a guarantee for the work involved.


	2324-60
	SEWAGE WORKS
IT had been reported that there had been frequent discharges into the Little Dart River and, on a proposal by Cllr. Child, it was Resolved to write to South West Water to ask for information on how many incidents of discharge there had been and ask what future capacity there was to accommodate any housebuilding.


	2324-61
	DEVON RESILIENCE INNOVATION PROGRAMME (DRIP)
Cllr. Jones had responded directly to the organizer asking what exactly DRIP would expect from the parish council. The parish council would support the project but wanted more information about the aims of the project were. 


	2324-62
	DEFIBRILLATOR
The clerk was asked to check whether the renewal of the contract with the South West Ambulance Service Trust (SWAST) for the next four years and to approve the Package Fee of £1,800 plus VAT was due before making any payment.

(Post meeting note: The renewal of the contract was discussed last year when it was agreed to continue, but the contract renewal date was 21st October 2023 so payment still had to be made)


	2324-63
	INTERNAL AUDIT
Mulberry & Co, the current internal auditors, have issued a renewal letter within which there is a price increase. On a proposal by Cllr. Jones it was Resolved to:
1. confirm this appointment and enter into a three-year contract, on the basis of no further increases for this period. 
1. accept the engagement letter.
1. Comply with the end of 2022/23 Internal Audit report and to adopt a new set of Financial Regulations and Standing Orders based on the latest NALC versions at a future meeting and review the level of Reserves held whilst considering the precept for 2024/25.


	2324-64
	SCRIBE ACCOUNTS
The possibility of changing the accounting system from the current spreadsheet to a tailor-made system provided by Scribe accounts was discussed with the clerk saying that he would be looking to go to a nearby parish council using the system and satisfy himself that it was doing the job it claimed to do. Following this, he would decide whether to advise its introduction to Rackenford Parish Council in time for the start of the 2024/25 financial year. This approach was supported by the parish council.


	2324-65
	BANK RECONCILIATION
The bank reconciliation as at 31st August 2023 was adopted.


	2324-66
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS TO DATE COMPARED TO BUDGET
The statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2023 to 31st August 2023 was received and adopted.


	2324-67
	PAYMENT SCHEDULE
To approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting, as below:


	
		Payee
	Services
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2023/2024
	
	
	

	Geoxphere
	Parish Online Subscription
	36.00
	2324-13

	RJ Martin
	Salary September 2023
	288.39
	2324-14

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction September 2023
	72.20
	2324-14

	Forza
	Goalposts for Common
	856.93
	2324-15

	SWAST
	Defibrillator 4-year Charge
	2,160.00
	2324-16

	RJ Martin
	Salary October 2023
	288.59
	2324-17

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction October 2023
	72.00
	2324-17



The payment to SWAST remains as it is still due to be paid.


	2324-68
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:

	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	77506
	Wellhayes Farm Road From Ditchett Cross To Creacombe Barton Cross Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8EN

	Creation of roof extension to the existing agricultural sheds to provide a covered yard 

Decision: No Comment

	77512
	Acorns Naturist Retreat Creacombe Parsonage Farm Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8EL

	Application for a lawful development certificate for proposed siting of 20no. static caravans for year-round occupation

Decision: Cllr. Jones to obtain more information





	
	

	2324-69
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
1. Chairman’s Report – Nothing further
1. Reports from Other Councillors
Cllr. Cox reported that the railings next to Big River were in dire need of repair. Cllr. Jones would find out whose responsibility the fence was and report back.
Cllr. Warne reported that Japanese Knotweed had appeared on what was parish council land. Cllr. Jones would contact Ed Nicholson over whether this was part of the Common Maintenance contract.
Cllr. Jones had received concerns about the pub not being open enough, and that it looked a mess. The consensus was that this was not something the parish council would get involved with as these were clearly commercial decisions. The clerk would find out if the pub was registered as a Community Asset.


	2324-70
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next scheduled meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 7th November 2023, at 7.30pm in Rackenford School. 


	2324-71
	MEETING CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 10.20pm.







Chairman’s Signature:
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