Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

Tel: 07768 82951	      email: parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com      Website: www.rackenford-devon.co.uk/parish-council


There was a Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council Meeting on Wednesday 24th January 2024 at 7.30pm held in Rackenford School.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Peter Jones; Scott Ware, Stewart Warne, Jenny Cox & Ian Lucas.

Also Present: No-one

In attendance: Rob Martin, Clerk

Others: No members of the general public

MINUTES

	2324-92
	APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Child (Ofsted), Lamb (unwell) & Phillips (Personal). The reasons for absence were accepted by the parish council.

In the absence of the chairman, Cllr. Jones took the chair.


	2324-93
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
There were no declarations of interest declared.


	2324-94
	MINUTES
On a proposal by Cllr. Warne, seconded by Cllr. Lucas it was Resolved to approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th November 2023.


	2324-95
	CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
The clerk did not have anything to report other than the items on the agenda.


	
	The Chairman suspended the Parish Council meeting to hear presentations, reports from District and County Councillors and take questions from members of the public.


	2324-96
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
There were no members of the public present.

District Council
Cllr. Jones reported on the Batsworthy Fund he had been told that the small grants (<£1,000) programme would be up and running by Christmas 2023, but he had received nothing on the main grants programme. This was causing concerns and he would be writing again to try to arrange a meeting to discuss future arrangements.

South West Water had not responded to the parish council request for information on water pollution. Cllr. Jones would be attending a meeting with SWW to discuss what they are doing.

Recycling problems were being experienced due to incorrect separation of materials by householders. This was being addressed.


	
	The Chairman reconvened the meeting.


	2324-97
	THE COMMON

	
	Cllr. Jones reported that all of the new benches had been installed. The Autumn/Winter cut would be undertaken by Ed Nicholson before the Spring.


	2324-98
	MUGA RESURFACING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Cllr. Jones explained that the current lack of progress was frustrating but that the wetness of the winter had prevented work for several months now. Concern was expressed by various councillors that the work done to date did not look as though it had been done satisfactorily with the levels looking wrong and with concern about drainage. There appeared to be no agreed specification in place against which to be able to measure progress.

It was Agreed that the clerk would write to Rob Shaddick to ask for the specification being worked to, ask for an update, ask for the car park to be cleared and express the councillors concerns about work done to date.


	2324-99
	NORTH DEVON RECORD OFFICE FUNDING
It was Resolved that for this year at least no grant would be paid in order to ensure the stability of the parish council balances.


	2324-100
	NORTH DEVON RING AND RIDE SERVICE FUNDING
It was Resolved that for this year at least no grant would be paid in order to ensure the stability of the parish council balances.


	2324-101
	ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Cllr. Jones believed that the setting of the date for this would be done through the Community Consultation Group and would be agreed at the next meeting.


	2324-102
	PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Cllr. Ware outlined the formation of the Community Consultation Group and the sort of work it would be undertaking, including surveys of the community asking what they want and how it all fits in with what is already in place such as the village club and pub.

The clerk would look at the process of registering Assets of Community Value at North Devon particularly in relation to The Stag in Rackenford.


	2324-103
	BANK RECONCILIATION
The bank reconciliation as at 31st December 2023 was noted.


	2324-104
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS TO DATE COMPARED TO BUDGET
To receive the statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2023 to 31st December 2023.


	2324-105
	PAYMENT SCHEDULE
On a proposal by Cllr. Lucas, seconded by Cllr. Warne, it was Resolved to approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:


	
		Payee
	Services
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2023/2024
	
	
	

	RJ Martin
	Salary January 2024
	305.86
	2324-24

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction January 2024
	76.40
	2324-24

	CPRE
	Subscription
	36.00
	2324-25

	Dropbox 
	Computer File Storage
	95.88
	2324-25

	McAfee
	Computer Security
	55.99
	Card




	
	

	2324-106
	BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2024/2025
The clerk explained the current situation in relation to the precept and the reserves were affected by the large spending on the tennis court and where that potentially left the General Reserve balance. 

The presentation assumed that the level of the precept at £16,410 would provide a balanced budget for 2024/25, leaving the General Reserve the same level as that projected for the current year at around £9,000. This would increase the precept charge per Band D property from £100 to £110, a 10% increase with a taxbase of 150.

On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Warne, it was Resolved to set the 2024/2025 precept at £15,900 an increase in charge to £106, a 6% increase.


	2324-107
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:

	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	77948
	Windsor Farm 
Rackenford 
Devon 
EX16 8ER
	Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 74243 (erection of a dwelling (pursuant of the fallback position establish by application 73083)) to allow for additional windows and change to roofing materials.

Decision: No Comment





	
	

	2324-108
	JAMES PRYCE TRACTORS PLANNING APPEAL
Whilst it was difficult to understand how the decision was made which appeared to be solely on the basis of the employment aspect, there was really no way of challenging the decision.


	
	

	2324-109
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report 
Cllr. Jones questioned whether any councillors present had attended any training on their parish councillor role. No-one had. He believed that all councillors should attend training.

b) Reports from Other Councillors
Cllr. Cox reported that the railings by the river were not safe, particularly for children. Cllr. Jones undertook to report this.


	2324-110
	SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2024
The schedule of meetings dates for 2024 detailed below was Agreed:
9th January 2024
5th March 2024
28th May 2024
2nd July 2024
3rd September 2024
5th November 2024


	2324-111
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next scheduled meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 5th March 2024, at 7.30pm in Rackenford School. 


	2324-112
	MEETING CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.30pm






Chairman’s Signature:


Date:
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