Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

Tel: 07768 82951	      email: parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com      Website: www.rackenford-devon.co.uk/parish-council


There was a Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council Meeting on Wednesday 25th March 2025 at 7.30pm held in Rackenford School.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Scott Ware, Stuart Warne, Fred Phillips, Pete Grugeon & Sarah Child.

Also Present: No county councillor

In attendance: Rob Martin, Clerk

Others: One member of the general public

MINUTES

	2425-087
	APOLOGIES
An apology for absence had been received from Cllr. Cox, which was accepted by the council.


	2425-088
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
Cllr. Child declared a personal interest as a member of the village shop committee.
 

	2425-089
	MINUTES
The chairman made some minor alterations to wording which were written on the presented version.
On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by Cllr. Warne, it was Resolved to approve, as a correct record, the adjusted minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th February 2025


	2425-090
	CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
The clerk had received an email from Mr. Bratby asking for the parish council to contact BT because he was not connected for Ultrafast broadband, even though the Rackenford exchange had fibre connections.

It emerged from research carried out by the clerk that only three of eight councillors were connected by fibre, so it did beg the question of why the whole village did not have this connected to the house. The clerk would investigate further and report back.


	
	The Chairman suspended the Parish Council meeting to hear presentations, reports from District and County Councillors and take questions from members of the public.


	2425-091
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
There were no district or county councillors in attendance.
The member of the public present was concerned about a potentially dangerous tree limb was hanging off and Cllr. Phillips offered to go and see what needed to be done to stabilise it. He was also interested in a broadband upgrade if a method is found to supply it.


	2425-092
	STAG INN WORKING PARTY
The minutes of the first Working Party meeting on 22nd February 2025 had been circulated to councillors prior to this meeting.

Cllr. Grugeon reported that this had just been an inaugural meeting with one conclusion being that the group wanted a page on the village website specifically for the minutes and messages relating to the working party, Community communication and support was essential if the project was going to be successful.

It was agreed that the options for starting a page for the Working Party would be considered and suggestions made by the next meeting. This would have to include a contact form and might need a special email address set up for the group.


	
	The Chairman reconvened the meeting


	2425-093
	THE COMMON

	
	To receive updates on the progress of maintenance work on the Common.
a) Clearance Working Party – not yet formed, but there is some deadwood around the Common.
b) Maintenance Contract Review – The chairman had spoken to Ed about the maintenance contract for the coming year and a quotation would be received before the next meeting.
c) The chairman had the recycled plastic bench to be fitted on the far side of the Common, which he would organise shortly.


	2425-094
	ROSPA REPORT 2025
This report had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. The chairman ran through the points brought up, none of which were emergencies. These included the potential pinch point on the gate, the sand-down of the balance beam and considering whether to do cross-cuts on the top. The bolts on the stepping stones were mentioned with the suggestion being cross-cuts which have the danger of rotting the wood.
The zipwire barriers had been brought up again but the precise solution was unclear. 
The MUGA fence and the metal basketball hoop were both mentioned and solutions were in hand to sort this out with the chairman having secured a £100 grant from MDDC grant scheme and a Batsworthy claim for the remainder of the equipment replacement costs, but nothing had been heard about that yet.
Councillors would look to effect the repairs as soon as possible.


	2425-095
	HIMALAYAN BALSALM
The chairman that ‘pulling parties’ could be formed to pull out the plants they see, best between April and June before the seed pods form. This could also be done by dog-walkers. Raising awareness of the what the plants look like and where they are is the best thing that could be done.


	2425-096
	FIELD BEHIND THE SHOP
The current position with the access was still unclear and Cllr. Phillips was sure that the land in question belonged to him and would be prepared to rebut any legal challenge to the contrary. The confusion regarding this had been exacerbated by the involvement of the Charity Commission and confusing and contradictory legal advice given to the parties involved. The chairman explained that he could only go by the title deeds he had before him which showed the land in the possession of the charity. This would remain unresolved at the time being.


	2425-097
	EMAIL ACCOUNTS
The domain renewal instruction had been received from yahoo, which amounted to around $360, which seemed to be too high. After the chairman consulting with the clerk, it was decided that this needed to be changed as it appeared to be doubling every two years.

The need was to keep the domain and the email addresses for councillors which was done by contracting with Zoho costing £84 plus VAT per annum. The emails had been successfully migrated and the new set up was in place. This action was unanimously confirmed by the council.


	2425-098
	EVENTS COMMITTEE
The chairman stated that this committee still needed its first meeting. The chairman proposed that this be led by Jenny Nash by asking her to organise the first meeting and try to get this going.

It was Resolved that this proposal be enacted and that a set of Terms of Reference be drawn up for its first meeting.


	2425-099
	BANK RECONCILIATION
The bank reconciliation as at 28th February 2025 was received and noted.


	2425-100
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS TO DATE COMPARED TO BUDGET
The statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2024 to 28th February 2025 was noted.


	2425-101
	PAYMENT SCHEDULE
On a proposal by Cllr. Warne, seconded by Cllr. Child, it was Resolved to approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:-


	
		Payee
	Services
	Month or Ref.
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2024/2025
	
	
	
	

	Tim’s Garden Rescue
	Tree Planting
	INV – 0010
	198.72
	2425-26

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	Mar 2025
	316.43
	2425-27

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Mar 2025
	79.20
	2425-27

	Playsafety
	ROSPA Report 
	86234
	100.80
	2425-28

	FA Phillips
	Winter Maintenance
	2024-25
	1,080.00
	2425-29

	Cloudflare
	Domain change
	29806815
	9.31
	Card

	ZOHO
	Emails
	80030554247
	100.80
	Card

	Stewart Warne
	Pump Repairs
	
	43.00
	2425-30

	2025/2026
	
	
	
	

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	April 2025
	316.63
	tbc

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	April 2025
	79.00
	tbc

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	May 2025
	316.43
	tbc

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	May 2025
	79.20
	tbc



RECEIPTS
	Received from
	Services
	Amount
£
	

	2024/2025
	
	
	

	None
	
	
	


 

	
	

	2425-102
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following applications were considered:


	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	79791
	Tidderson Cross Barn Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8DL Grid Ref: 287527; 117603
	Erection of a detached garage and retention of plant room and ASHP (part retrospective)

No comment

	79816
	Land at Coles Yard Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8DT Grid Ref: 285210; 118190
	Variation of condition 14 (contamination) attached to planning permission 74391 (redevelopment of the yard for the erection of six dwellings) to allow for re-wording of the condition

No comment

	79720
	Land at West Batsworthy EX36 4RF Easting: 281140 Northing:120564 Grid Ref: 281162; 120586
	Change of use of land and conversion of agricultural building to a light industrial business unit and associated development including access track and hardstanding area

No comment

	79938
	Broad Close Farm Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8ED Grid Ref: 284877; 118451
	Demolition of rural barn and erection of two dwellings together with associated works (fallback to Class Q permission 79085)

No comment




	
	

	2425-103
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report
The chairman had been approached about perceived speeding in the village and asked whether 20mph signs could be installed. He believed that the first thing to try could be to make stick-on ’20 is Plenty’ available in the shop to be placed on wheelie bins and windows visible from the road. 
On a proposal by the chairman, seconded by Cllr. Grugeon, it was Resolved that the chairman arrange to get hold of some of the stickers.
b) Reports from Other Councillors
Cllr. Grugeon asked the chairman about his request that the Community Engagement Working Group minutes be placed in the public domain. The chairman had approached group members about this a second time but could not persuade it to do so.
Cllr. Warne asked about the bench down by Big River and whether permission had to be obtained before placing it on the river bank. The clerk will investigate the requirements.


	2425-104
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The Annual Meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 27th May 2025, at 7.30pm in Rackenford School. 

There was a question about the meeting date criteria of being on the last Tuesday of every other month. The meeting dates had previously been set on the first Tuesday in the past and the question was whether this could be reinstated. The clerk undertook to look at his other commitments and see whether this could be reinstated.


	2425-086
	MEETING CLOSURE
The meeting was closed at 9.02pm.






Chairman’s Signature:
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