Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

Tel: 07768 82951	      email: parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com      Website: www.rackenford-devon.co.uk/parish-council


There was a Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council Meeting on Wednesday 24th January 2024 at 7.30pm held in Rackenford School.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Graham Lamb (Chairman), Sarah Child; Peter Jones; Fred Phillips, Scott Ware, Stewart Warne.

Also Present: No-one

In attendance: Rob Martin, Clerk

Others: One member of the general public

MINUTES

	2324-113
	APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Cllrs. Lucas and Cox.


	2324-114
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
There were no declarations of interest on matters contained within the agenda.


	2324-115
	MINUTES
On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Warne, it was Resolved to approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24th January 2024


	2324-116
	CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
The clerk reported that there had been a need to pay a subscription to maintain the parish council website. The payment to WIX was £360 plus VAT for a three-year subscription which included a 40% reduction compared with the annual one.
The Scribe accountancy access had been downloaded and would be set up in time for use from 1st April 2024.
The parish council VAT claim would be made as of 31st March 2024 and not before as had been discussed previously. 
The clerk had expected an invoice from the school for the use of the hall for the last two years, but this had not yet been received. He would email the school administration office and send a reminder.


	
	The Chairman to suspend the Parish Council meeting to hear presentations, reports from District and County Councillors and take questions from members of the public.


	2324-117
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
No members of the public had questions for the parish council.
The County Councillor was not present.
As North Devon Council representative, Cllr. Jones outlined discussions he had been involved in on the operation of the Batsworthy grant scheme which was causing concerns amongst local District Councillors. He would have further conversations with the fund managers and look to improve the way the funds were allocated which would involve having a plan for the improvement of local assets.

Cllr. Jones had attended special a meeting at which 150 members of the public turned up to discuss water and pollution, including on rivers & beaches, and there was a lot of public anger on the subject. North Devon Council would be holding a meeting on Thursday to discuss how it was going to respond to this concern particularly within planning.

A lot of Cllr. Jones’ time is taken up with Witheridge matters and one he highlighted was a planning application for 150 houses all of which were to be affordable; mixed part ownership, social rented and affordable rented. He highlighted the need to be aware of bits of amenity land within the parish which have no ownership, potentially leading to infill development where it is not acceptable.


	
	The Chairman to reconvene the meeting


	2324-118
	THE COMMON

	
	The chairman confirmed that some outstanding tree work still needed to be done. There were also other trees of concern that would be looked at once the Common had dried out enough to get access. 

The clerk requested that Ed Nicholson be asked to submit his invoice before the end of March, so that payment could be made in the current financial year.

Cllr. Jones mentioned the litter-pick which ought to be done before Easter.


	2324-119
	MUGA RESURFACING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Cllr. Ware reported that councillors had a meeting with Stag Construction on site on 4th March 2024 at which it was concluded that the final job will be satisfactorily done. The site was still very wet.

A confirmation email would be sent to the company, with a request to keep communications open.


	2324-120
	CHURCHYARD GRANT
On a proposal by Cllr. Phillips, seconded by Cllr. Child, it was Resolved to pay the Rackenford PCC a grant of £300 towards the maintenance of the churchyard.


	2324-121
	STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
On a proposal by the chairman, seconded by Cllr. Jones the following rewritten documents based on the current NALC models were Adopted,
1. Standing Orders
1. Financial Regulations


	2324-122
	RISK ASSESSMENT 
It was Resolved to adopt the presented Business Risk Assessment for the 2023/2024 financial year.


	2324-123
	STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL
It was Resolved to adopt the presented Statement of internal Control for the current year.


	2324-124
	ASSET REGISTER
It was Resolved to adopt the presented Asset Register which has been updated for the additional assets purchased during 2023/2024.


	2324-125
	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GROUP UPDATE
The group had prepared a questionnaire that would be circulated next week with the deadline for return to be 31st March 2024. The aim was to have published the results of the survey in time for the Annua Parish Meeting. It is important to understand that the survey is not focusing just on the provision of a village hall but deals with all community assets.


	2324-126
	ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
This would be set before the Parish Council AGM which was due to be 28th May 2024. A date had already been earmarked and this would be forwarded to the clerk so that he could publicise it.


	2324-127
	ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE – THE STAG
It had been suggested by Cllr. Jones that The Stag should be re-registered with North Devon Council as an Asset of Community Value (ACV) giving the potential for the community the Right To Bid under the provisions of the Localism Act 2011. A previous registration had expired in 2019, at the end of its 5 years period.

The potential need to re-register had cropped up because there had been rumours that the current owners were intending to sell the building. Cllr. Child had discussed the current situation with the owners directly and was now convinced that there was no intention to sell in the foreseeable future so questioned whether there was any rush to get the application in.

The conclusion was that the registration of an ACV was just an opportunity for the community to make a bid for the building should the situation change. Waiting until a building was on the market until such an application is made would be too late.

Cllr. Jones would make contact with the appropriate staff at NDC and ask what level of detail was required on the application form so that the application could be made without too much information being required. He would work with the clerk to put an application together and look to gain approval by means of an email exchange.


	2324-128
	DEVON COMMUNITIES TOGETHER (DCT) MEMBERSHIP
On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded Cllr. Child, it was Resolved to become a member of Devon Communities Together.


	2324-129
	BANK RECONCILIATION
The bank reconciliation as at 28th February 2024, was noted.


	2324-130
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS TO DATE COMPARED TO BUDGET
The statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2023 to 28th February 2024 was received and noted.


	2324-131
	PAYMENT SCHEDULE
On a proposal by Cllr. Warne, seconded by Cllr. Phillips it was Resolved to approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:


	
		Payee
	Services
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2023/2024
	
	
	

	RJ Martin
	Salary February 2024
	305.86
	2324-26

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction February 2024
	76.40
	2324-26

	Starboard Systems t/a Scribe
	Accounting System
	543.60
	2324-27

	WIX
	Website Hosting – 3 year licence
	432.00
	2324-28

	RJ Martin
	Salary March 2024
	305.86
	2324-29

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction March 2024
	76.40
	2324-29




	
	

	2324-132
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS


	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	78225
	Lower Tidderson Barn Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8DN Grid Ref: 286629; 116879

	Retention of an extension to dwelling that provides extra residential accommodation within shell of existing barn.

Decision: No comment






	
	

	2324-133
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
1. Chairman’s Report
The chairman had nothing further to report.
1. Reports from Other Councillors
Cllr. Child reported that they had received 61 responses to the village shop questionnaire and the results were being analysed.
Cllr. Jones reported that the village fete and flower show would be on Sunday 25 August 2024.


	2324-134
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The Annual Meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 28th May 2024, at 7.30pm in Rackenford School. 


	2324-135
	MEETING CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.20pm





Chairman’s Signature:
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