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Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council




To: all Members of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council
For information: County and District Ward Members, press and public

Issue date:	Tuesday 16th May 2023

The Parish Council is grateful for the attendance and reports presented by both Councillors and external organisations. Due to the large number of issues affecting the Parish, it would be most appreciated if reports could be kept concise and to the point.

You are hereby summoned to attend the 
Annual Parish Council Meeting of 
Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council, on 
Tuesday 23rd May 2023
at 7.30pm or immediately following the Annual Electors’ Meeting if this is later
In Rackenford School

for the purpose of transacting the business on the following agenda

Rob Martin
Clerk to Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council



Annual Parish Council Meeting

23rd May 2022

AGENDA

	2324-01
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2023/2024
To elect a Chairman for the coming administrative year.


	2324-02
	RECEIPT OF THE DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
To receive declarations of Acceptance of Office from all councillors.


	2324-03
	APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence
Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record be kept of the members present and that this record form part of the minutes of the meeting. Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender apologies to the Clerk, as it is usual for the grounds upon which apologies are tendered also to be recorded. 

Under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, members present must decide whether the reason(s) for a member’s absence are acceptable.


	2324-04
	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
To elect a Vice-Chairman for the coming administrative year.


	2324-05
	RECEIPT OF REGISTERS ON INTEREST
The clerk to receive the Declarations of Acceptance of Office from all councillors. 

Councillors are reminded that the Election Expenses form should be returned, even though it might be nil, within 28 days of the date at which they became councillors, that being 5th June 2023.


	2324-06
	RECEIPT OF AGENDAS ONLINE
The parish council has for some years been receiving agendas and minutes online and it is required that this method is reaffirmed for this council.


	2324-07
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
Under the Localism Act 2011 (sections 26-37 and Schedule 4) and in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, members are required to declare any interests that are not currently entered in the member’s register of interests or if he/she has not notified the Monitoring Officer of it. 


	2324-08
	GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
Rackenford Parish Council is now in the position where it can adopt the General Power of Competence as it has met the electoral requirement of having more than two-thirds of its councillors ‘elected’ and has a qualified parish clerk. An explanatory note on what this means is attached alongside the clerk’s certificate for the power.

To adopt the General Power of Competence for the next four years.


	2324-09
	SIGNATORIES
As Tamsin Hyland is no longer a councillor, she will have to be removed from the list of signatories for banking activities. 

To consider adding one or more further signatories to the account.


	2324-10
	TRANSFER OF CLASSIC ACCOUNT BALANCE TO THE BUSINESS ACCOUNT
The Classic account now has a credit balance of £13,420.86, higher than expected as North Devon Council paid the precept into it, even though the new account details were submitted.

To resolve to transfer this balance in the account the Online Business Account and to sign a cheque in order to achieve this. Once the balance is confirmed to be zero, to close the Classic Account.


	2324-11
	FINAL ACCOUNTS
a) To adopt the Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31st March 2023.
b) To approve and adopt the 2022/23 Annual Accounts for the Parish Council
c) To approve the attached analysis of the Reserves at the year-end


	2324-12
	INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2022/23
To receive and adopt the attached Internal Audit Report from Mulberry & Co., which has concluded that the accounts are in good shape. The only caveats in the report are that the Standing Orders need to be reviewed, which will be brought to a future meeting and that the reserves look a bit high, which will be covered as part of the budget process for the 2024/25 financial year.


	2324-13
	ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR) 2022/23
a) Approval of the AGAR Section 1, the Annual Governance Statement for 2022/23.
b) Approval of the Certificate of Exemption on the basis that the turnover for the year was less than £25,000.
c) Approval of the AGAR Section 3, the Accounting Statements for 2022/23


	2324-14
	ASSET REGISTER
To approve the attached Asset Register as at 31st May 2023 in order to ensure that the Insurance Cover detailed below is on a consistent basis.


	2324-15
	INSURANCE RENEWAL
Two quotations have been obtained, on the basis of the information on the Asset Register above. 
On a like for like basis, the premium quotations resulting are:
a) BHIB – Aviva £937.98
b) Select for Local Councils – Zurich – To Follow


	2324-16
	REPRESENTATIONS ON OUTSIDE BODIES
To elect Parish Council representatives on outside bodies:
a) Rackenford School
b) Batsworthy Cross
c) Community Shop Committee


	2324-17
	COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITIES
To elect councillors to lead on the following subjects:
a) Snow Warden
b) Tree warden
c) Footpaths
d) Play Area
e) Highways
f) Planning


	2324-18
	MINUTES
To approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th March 2023.


	2324-19
	CLERK’S REPORT
To receive a report from the Clerk on action taken since the last meeting.


	2324-20
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
The Chairman to declare the meeting closed, to allow questions for District and County Councillors and to take any questions from members of the public.

Any reports previously received from County and District Councillors will be assumed to have been read.

Public Questions (limited to 3 minutes per person) Members of the public are encouraged to submit any questions, relating to items on this agenda, they may have in advance of the meeting via the Clerk. Please note that members of the public are only allowed to speak at the meeting under this item of the agenda.


	2324-21
	THE COMMON

	
	To consider any matters of concern about the maintenance of the Common and to resolve what should be done.


	2324-22
	PROPOSED MEETING ROOM/SHOP EXTENSION
To receive an update on the progress of the project and any parish council action necessary to help to move it forward.


	2324-23
	FOOTBALL GOALPOSTS
To refer to a communication from Toby Denno, aged 11, a copy of which is attached. The request is for a goalpost for the Common to be for general use with an example suggested for a total of £684.99 (incl VAT). 

To consider whether this, or an alternative provision, should be made for Toby and others to use.


	2324-24
	KING CHARLES CORONATION CELEBRATIONS
To hear a report from Cllr. Jones on the celebration events.


	2324-25
	2023/24 BANK RECONCILIATION AND BUDGET MONITOR
To receive the Bank Reconciliation Statement and Budget Monitor as at 30th April 2023.


	2324-26
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENT SCHEDULE
To approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:

Payments

	
		[bookmark: _Hlk72241584]Payee
	Services
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2023/2024
	
	
	

	R. Martin – Surf & Turf
	Gazebo
	1,506.00
	Card 

	Playsafety t/a ROSPA
	Annual Inspection
	94.20
	2324-02

	DALC
	Annual Subscription
	111.54
	2324-02

	Rackenford Shop
	Barbecue
	624.72
	2324-02

	Clyst Honiton Parish Council
	SLCC Subscription Share
	39.00
	2324-03

	FA Phillips
	Winter Maintenance 2022/23
	1,080.00
	2324-03

	Peter Jones
	Turbify Emails
	129.50
	2324-04

	Peter Jones
	Uncleared Cheque 2021/22
	36.94
	2324-04

	RJ Martin
	Salary May 2023
	288.39
	2324-05

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction May 2023
	72.20
	2324-05

	RJ Martin
	Salary June 2023
	288.39
	2324-06

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction June 2023
	72.20
	2324-06



In addition, payments will be made for invoices received since the agenda was set.
Items in bold will be made following the meeting.

Receipts

	Receipt From
	Services
	Amount
£
	Reference


	2023/2024
	
	
	

	North Devon Council
	Precept
	7,500.00
	BGC

	HMRC
	VAT Refund
	712.65
	BGC




	
	

	2324-27
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Application and to agree comments:


	2324-28
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	76839
	Barn at Higher Thorne Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8ED Grid Ref: 284379; 117934

	Prior approval for conversion of agricultural building to one dwellinghouse Class Q(a)(b)

Already approved





	
	

	2324-29
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – to include matters of urgency brought to the Chairman’s attention.
b) Reports from Other Councillors


	2324-30
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next scheduled meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 11th July 2023, at 7.30pm. 


	2324-31
	MEETING CLOSURE




Website: www.rackenford-devon.co.uk/parish-council/rackenford-parish-council.php
email: parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com
Tel: 07768 829511

