Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council



Annual Parish Electors’ Meeting
20th May 2025 @ 7.00pm

MINUTES

Attendees: Scott Ware; Sarah Child; Jenny Cox; Fred Phillips; Peter Jones; Stuart Warne; Pete Grugeon; County Councillor Richard Hopley & 1 member of the public

1. Apologies
Apologies had been received from Cllr. Lamb.

2. Minutes of the last meeting held 28 May 2024
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a correct record and were signed as such.

3. Chairman’s Report for 2024/25
Cllr. Scott Ware reported that he had taken over as parish council chairman in May 2024 and was now up to speed and was enjoying the role. During the year a new councillor, Pete Grugeon, had joined and was making an impact on the work.
The MUGA had now been refurbished, despite some unforeseen matters that had to be solved as the project progressed. There had been new benches installed and the trees on the cross had been replaced.
The formation of the community engagement group enabled some of the bigger issues to be discussed outside of the parish council with some firm views expressed about what important for the future. There had been community events, such as fireworks and a village event and an event group had been set up to spread the work of making them happen. There was also a group formed to look at the future of the Stag Inn and possible community ownership.
He wanted to thank Rob for keeping the council ‘on track’, Ed Nicholson and Stuart Warne for keeping Rackenford clean and tidy. He also thanked Fred Phillips for going around trimming hedges and other jobs which also makes the village look cared for.

4. Parish Council Finance report for 2024/25
The parish clerk gave the flowing report: -
· The parish council started the financial year with reserves of £28,897, of which the General Reserve, to cover everyday expenditure was £19,342.
· In summary, the parish council received receipts totalling £23,421 of which £15,900 was precept, £1,078 income from the D-Day celebrations and £6,242 in VAT refunds.
· The payments side of the equation, including £12,000 final payment for MUGA refurbishment, totalled £32,528, which included £4,156 VAT paid and subsequently reclaimed.
· The overall net payment was a total of £9,107, decreasing the overall level of reserves to £19,790 with the General Reserve decreasing to £13,841 by the year-end.
· The importance of knowing where the finances are throughout the year has continued to be important in ensuring the successful management of the parish council affairs.

5. School Report for 2024/25
Cllr. Sarah Child reported on the school year starting with the fact that there had been many changes to deal with. The school, along with all schools, had seen a  reduction in numbers due to population trends. The number of classes had fallen from four to three which was not ideal. The dissolution of the academy of Tiverton schools had


6. Any other Reports from Local Groups

7. Any other matters raised by parishioners

8. Closure of meeting
The meeting closed at 7.18pm.
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