Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council




Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council meeting
held on Tuesday 2nd September 2025 at 7.30pm in Rackenford School.
 
Members Present: Parish Councillors Scott Ware, Peter Jones, Jenny Cox, Stuart Warne, Fred Phillips, Pete Grugeon & Sarah Child. 
 
Also Present: County Councillor Richard Hopley 
 
​
Others: One member of the general public 
 
MINUTES

	2526-032
	APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. Lamb and these were accepted by the 
parish council. 


	2526-033
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
Cllr. Child – Rackenford Community Shop


	2526-034
	MINUTES
On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by Cllr. Phillips it was Resolved to approve, as a 
correct record, the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on
 20th May 2025


	
	

	2526-035
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION

County Council
County Cllr. Hopley gave an update on what he has been doing in the last few months since the last meeting. He is focusing much attention on ensuring highways reports in the area are not ignored or closed prematurely. For instance, the report by Cllr. Ware regarding the railings which require fixing at the bottom of the hill heading out of Rackenford will now be actioned and repaired in the coming weeks. 

District Council
Cllr. Jones gave an update on devolution and the status in North Devon. The lack of public awareness was raised as a concern, and it was mentioned that there would be another public consultation on the potential options before a final vote is undertaken. Cllr. Jones will be working hard to raise awareness in the coming months. It was reiterated that the allocation of new affordable homes in Witheridge would prioritise local people with Rackenford being next on the list. Anyone in need should apply now.

Public
A member of the public asked if there had been any discussion on traffic calming on the roads approaching Rackenford. specifically at the bottom of Old Bell Hill. Cllrs. Hopley and Jones explained the current reluctance from Highways to pursue 20mph speed limits and traffic calming measures in areas with no fatalities or police reports. It was mentioned that several nearby villages have signed up to the Community Speed Watch program and that this may be a good option for Rackenford if we have willing volunteers and the police deem there is a safe place in the village to do it.

The high volume of highways tipper lorries using the roads surrounding Rackenford was also raised. Several councilors mentioned they had also received complaints regarding these lorries. The vehicles appear to be coming and going from East Nutcott Farm. The parish council would look to seek clarity from the enforcement officer on what is licensed and/or expected to be happening on the site in question.

	
	


	2526-036
	EVENTS GROUP

Terms Of Reference
On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by Cllr. Warne it was resolved to adopt the proposed Terms of Reference for the Events Group.

Village Day
A brief report was given by Cllr. Jones on the recent village day however, a final report cannot yet be compiled as there are a couple of outstanding invoices . The event was a great success despite concerns over the weather and councillors expressed gratitude to the events group, village day leads and all who came together to make the event a success.

Bonfire Night
On a proposal by Cllr. Grugeon, seconded by Cllr. Warne it was resolved to instruct the Events Group to proceed with organising a 2025 bonfire night event with a budget of £1500.

Marquee Maintenance
Cllr. Warne along with Helen Cox had been assessing the village marquee which needs some repairs. A quote of £400 had been received to weld tears in the tarpaulins but further works to repair holes is also required.

On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Grugeon it was resolved to get a more accurate quote for the repairs and apply for a Batsworthy grant to cover the costs.


	2526-037
	MUGA SPORTS EQUIPMENT (USING BATSWORTHY + COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR GRANT)
On a proposal by Cllr. Warne, seconded by Cllr. Child it was resolved to purchase additional equipment for the MUGA court using grant monies, claimed and received, of £750.


	2526-038
	PUB GROUP UPDATE
Cllr. Grugeon reported that the pub group are now a Community Benefit Society and have
successfully setup a bank account. Several community donations have already been
received.


	2526-039
	PARISH NOTICE BOARD RELOCATION/REPLACEMENT
On a proposal by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Grugeon it was resolved to purchase a new notice board. The chairman will liaise with the shop committee and other relevant stakeholders to determine a suitable location.


	2526-040
	CHURCH GROUNDS MAINTENANCE DONATION
On a proposal by Cllr. Child, seconded by Cllr. Phillips it was resolved to donate £300 towards the maintenance of the churchyard.


	2526-041
	EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2024/25
On a proposal by Cllr. Grugeon, seconded by Cllr. Jones it was resolved to adopt the attached External Audit report from PKF Littlejohn and to note that the only comment was that the AGAR was submitted with an incorrect number in one of the boxes, although the back-up information supplied showed the correct ones.


	2526-042
	BANK RECONCILIATION
On a proposal by Cllr. Cox, seconded by Cllr. Phillips it was resolved to agree the bank reconciliation as of 31st July 2025.


	2526-043
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS TO DATE COMPARED TO BUDGET
On a proposal by Cllr. Grugeon, seconded by Cllr. Child it was resolved to note the statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets.


	2526-044
	PAYMENT SCHEDULE
On a proposal by Cllr. Warne, seconded by Cllr. Grugeon it was resolved to approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting.


	
		Payee
	Services
	Month or Ref.
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2024/2025
	
	
	
	

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	June 2025
	316.63
	2526-07

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction 
	June 2025
	79.00
	2526-07

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	July 2025
	316.63
	2526-08

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction 
	July 2025
	79.00
	2526-08

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	Aug 2025
	367.58
	2526-09

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Aug 2025
	98.39
	2526-09

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	Sept 2025
	326.74
	Tbc

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Sept 2025
	81.00
	Tbc

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	Oct 2025
	326.74
	Tbc

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Oct 2025
	81.00
	Tbc

	Lloyds Bank
	Service Charge
	June 2025
	4.25
	DD

	Geoxphere
	Parish Online Mapping
	2025/2026
	36.00
	2526-10




	
	

	2526-045
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:

	
		Reference
	Location
	Comment

	80514
	Broad Close Farm Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8ED
	No comment


	80601
	Lower Tidderson Barn Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8DN

	No comment

	80695
	Willcroft Farm
Rackenford Tiverton
Devon
	No comment




	
	

	2526-046
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – nothing further to report.
b) Reports from Other Councillors – nothing to report.


	2526-047
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 4th November 2025, at 7.30pm in Rackenford School. 


	2526-048
	MEETING CLOSURE
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