Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council




To: all Members of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council
For information: County and District Ward Members, press and public

Issue date:	Tuesday 29 October 2024

The Parish Council is grateful for the attendance and reports presented by both Councillors and external organisations. Due to the large number of issues affecting the Parish, it would be most appreciated if reports could be kept concise and to the point.

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of 
Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council, on 
Tuesday 5 November 2024 at 7.30pm,
at Rackenford School 

for the purpose of transacting the business on the following agenda

Rob Martin

Clerk to Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

5th November 2024

AGENDA

	2425-047
	APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence
Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record be kept of the members present and that this record form part of the minutes of the meeting. Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender apologies to the Clerk, as it is usual for the grounds upon which apologies are tendered also to be recorded. 
Under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, members present must decide whether the reason(s) for a member’s absence are acceptable.


	2425-048
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
Under the Localism Act 2011 (sections 26-37 and Schedule 4) and in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, members are required to declare any interests that are not currently entered in the member’s register of interests or if he/she has not notified the Monitoring Officer of it. 


	2425-049
	MINUTES
To approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd September 2024


	2425-050
	CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
To hear a report from the Parish Clerk on matters not elsewhere on the agenda. 


	
	The Chairman to suspend the Parish Council meeting to hear presentations, reports from District and County Councillors and take questions from members of the public.


	2425-051
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
To allow questions for District and County Councillors and to take any questions from members of the public.
(Any reports previously received from County and District Councillors will be assumed to have been read.)

Public Questions (limited to 3 minutes per person) Members of the public are encouraged to submit any questions, relating to items on this agenda, they may have in advance of the meeting via the Clerk. Please note that members of the public are only allowed to speak at the meeting under this item of the agenda.


	2425-052
	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GROUP UPDATE
To consider the recommendations of the draft Community Engagement Group Findings Report, as below:
1. To stand down the existing Community Engagement Group
2. To form a Working Group to consider the Stag Inn becoming a Community Pub – lead Justin Denno
3. To engage with and support the Rackenford Club management committee to enhance its facilities – lead Peter Jones
4. To form a working Group to consider the provision of Community Transport for Rackenford – lead Scott Ware
5. To liaise with the Shop Committee on the implications of the loss of Post Office services – lead Sarah Child
6. To liaise and support the Shop Committee on the project to provide a Meeting Room/Café extension to the shop. 


	
	The Chairman to reconvene the meeting


	2425-053
	THE COMMON

	
	To receive updates on the progress of maintenance work on the Common.
a) Clearance Working Party
b) Maintenance Contract Review
c) Rackenford Cross Cherry Tree


	2425-054
	VE DAY
8th May 2025 will be celebrated as the 80th Anniversary of the ‘Victory in Europe’ (VE) day marking the end of WW2 in Europe. To consider whether the parish council wishes to hold a public event for this in Rackenford.


	2425-055
	BUDGET & PRECEPT 2025/2026
The clerk has prepared a budget analysis which updates that for 2024/2025 and shows a draft analysis for 2025/2026. The precept for 2025/2026 has to be finalized by the January meeting, the next one for Rackenford Parish Council. Councillors are asked to consider this analysis and provide the clerk with any aspirations held for the upcoming financial year.


	2425-056
	APRIL 2024 SALARY AWARD
Agreement has been reached on the salary uplift for parish councils with effect from 1st April 2024 which has resulted in a full-time increase for all grades of £1,290 per annum which at the clerk’s point on the scale amounts to 3.5% which will add £160 to the clerk’s annual salary. 


	2425-057
	REPLACEMENT GAZEBO/MARQUEE
To consider the purchase of a replacement marquee to replace the one damaged at a parish council event, funded from the Community Events accumulated reserve.


	2425-058
	PUBLIC BENCH AND PICNIC TABLE
Following a proposal to install a new bench alongside the Common and a picnic table suitable to be used by children at the school, various online prices have been obtained for the possible options, for both wood and recycled plastic. These are attached.
To consider the following:
· Whether the items are to be purchased
· Whether to go for Wood or Recycled Plastic
· Whether to just buy a picnic table, or a slightly different option aimed at school use
· The means by which these could be installed.


	2425-059
	BANK RECONCILIATION
To agree the bank reconciliation as at 31st October 2024.


	2425-060
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS TO DATE COMPARED TO BUDGET
To receive the statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2024 to 31st October 2024.


	2425-061
	PAYMENT SCHEDULE
To approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting, as below:


	
		Payee
	Services
	Month or Ref.
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2024/2025
	
	
	
	

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Nov 2024
	391.24
	2425-16

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction 
	Nov 2024
	98.00
	2425-16

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	Dec 2024
	316.53
	tbc

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Dec 2024
	79.10
	tbc

	RJ Martin
	Salary 
	Jan 2025
	316.53
	tbc

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Jan 2025
	79.10
	tbc

	Keter
	MUGA Storage Box
	Rob’s Credit Card
	157.50
	2425-17

	RJ Martin
	Travel Reimbursement
	Jan - Nov 2024
	112.50
	2425-17



In addition, payments will be made for invoices received since the agenda was set.

RECEIPTS
	Received from
	Services
	Amount
£
	

	2024/2025
	
	
	

	North Devon Council
	Precept
	7,950.00
	BGC

	HMRC
	VAT Refund
	3,584.73
	BGC




	
	

	2425-062
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:

	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	79220
	Willicroft Farm 
Rackenford 
Tiverton 
Devon EX16 8DL

	Part retrospective replacement of agricultural building for storage of hay and straw




	
	

	2425-063
	MARSH FRITILLARY PROJECT
To receive a report from Cllr. Grugeon to explain a project Devon Culm is carrying out to enhance habitat for marsh fritillary butterflies.


	2425-064
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – to include matters of urgency brought to the Chairman’s attention.
b) Reports from Other Councillors


	2425-065
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 21st January 2025, at 7.30pm in Rackenford School. 


	2425-066
	MEETING CLOSURE




 (
email: 
parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com
) (
Website
: 
www.rackenford-devon.co.uk
) (
Tel: 07
7
68 829511
)
