Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council




To: all Members of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council
For information: County and District Ward Members, press and public

Issue date:	Tuesday 29th August 2023

The Parish Council is grateful for the attendance and reports presented by both Councillors and external organisations. Due to the large number of issues affecting the Parish, it would be most appreciated if reports could be kept concise and to the point.

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of 
Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council, on 
Tuesday 5 September 2023 at 7.30pm,
at Rackenford School 

for the purpose of transacting the business on the following agenda

Rob Martin

Clerk to Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council

5th SEPTEMBER 2023

AGENDA

	2324-49
	APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence
Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record be kept of the members present and that this record form part of the minutes of the meeting. Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender apologies to the Clerk, as it is usual for the grounds upon which apologies are tendered also to be recorded. 
Under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, members present must decide whether the reason(s) for a member’s absence are acceptable.


	2324-50
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
Under the Localism Act 2011 (sections 26-37 and Schedule 4) and in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, members are required to declare any interests that are not currently entered in the member’s register of interests or if he/she has not notified the Monitoring Officer of it. 


	2324-51
	MINUTES
To approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th July 2023


	2324-52
	CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
To hear a report from the Parish Clerk on matters not elsewhere on the agenda. 


	
	The Chairman to suspend the Parish Council meeting to hear presentations, reports from District and County Councillors and take questions from members of the public.


	2324-54
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
To allow questions for District and County Councillors and to take any questions from members of the public.
(Any reports previously received from County and District Councillors will be assumed to have been read.)

Public Questions (limited to 3 minutes per person) Members of the public are encouraged to submit any questions, relating to items on this agenda, they may have in advance of the meeting via the Clerk. Please note that members of the public are only allowed to speak at the meeting under this item of the agenda


	
	The Chairman to reconvene the meeting


	2324-55
	THE COMMON

	
	To receive an update on any matters relating to Common maintenance including the proposal for George Phillips to erect football posts, put in benches, complete scrapes and put in a hard standing for the picnic area at big river.


	2324-56
	BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS 2023
To discuss the arrangements necessary for this to take place on the allotted date of 4th November 2023.


	2324-57
	SHOP PROJECT
To hear an update on the project including confirmation that the project is to be run by the Shop Committee. To discuss any role that might be played by the parish council.


	2324-58
	VILLAGE HALL/VILLAGE ROOM
To discuss whether the parish council should, or should not look further into a village hall/village room, separate and in addition to the village shop and coffee room project led by Shop Committee.

To decide if they do wish to look at this further to undertake public consultation including highlighting issues and concerns from the parish council including lack of available sites and viability for ongoing upkeep and management.


	2324-59
	MUGA RESURFACING
To consider a quotation for the MUGA resurfacing and decide whether to have the work done.


	2324-60
	SEWAGE WORKS
Concerns have been raised about the capacity of the sewage works with reports of waste being pumped and removed, and frequent overflow discharges. Proposal to write to South West Water to find out what has been happening and to understand capacity of the site. 


	2324-61
	DEVON RESILIENCE INNOVATION PROGRAMME (DRIP)
To consider the attached information and decide whether the parish council should take part in the project.


	2324-62
	DEFIBRILLATOR
To approve the renewal of the contract with the South West Ambulance Service Trust (SWAST) for the next four years and to approve the Package Fee of £1,800 plus VAT.


	2324-63
	INTERNAL AUDIT
Mulberry & Co, the current internal auditors, have issued a renewal letter within which there is a price increase. The parish council is required to 
a) Discuss the continuation of the use of this appointment and to decide whether to enter into a three-year contract with no further increases for this period. 
b) Consider the engagement letter and, if acceptance has been agreed at a) above, to resolve to respond accordingly.
c) To consider the end of 2022/23 Internal Audit report and to consider the recommendations to:
· Adopt a new set of Financial Regulations and Standing Orders based on the latest NALC versions at a future meeting, and
· Review the level of Reserves held whilst considering the precept for 2024/25.


	2324-64
	SCRIBE ACCOUNTS
To hear a report from the clerk on the possibility of changing the accounting system from the current spreadsheet to a tailor-made system provided by Scribe accounts. 


	2324-65
	BANK RECONCILIATION
To agree the bank reconciliation as at 31st August 2023


	2324-66
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS TO DATE COMPARED TO BUDGET
To receive the statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2023 to 31st August 2023.


	2324-67
	PAYMENT SCHEDULE
To approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting, as below:


	
		Payee
	Services
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2023/2024
	
	
	

	Geoxphere
	Parish Online Subscription
	36.00
	2324-13

	RJ Martin
	Salary September 2023
	288.39
	2324-14

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction September 2023
	72.20
	2324-14

	Forza
	Goalposts for Common
	856.93
	2324-15

	SWAST
	Defibrillator 4-year Charge
	2,160.00
	2324-16

	RJ Martin
	Salary October 2023
	288.59
	2324-17

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction October 2023
	72.00
	2324-17



In addition, payments will be made for invoices received since the agenda was set.


	2324-68
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:

	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	77506
	Wellhayes Farm Road From Ditchett Cross To Creacombe Barton Cross Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8EN

	Creation of roof extension to the existing agricultural sheds to provide a covered yard 

	77512
	Acorns Naturist Retreat Creacombe Parsonage Farm Rackenford Tiverton Devon EX16 8EL

	Application for a lawful development certificate for proposed siting of 20no. static caravans for year-round occupation




	
	

	2324-69
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – to include matters of urgency brought to the Chairman’s attention.
b) Reports from Other Councillors


	2324-70
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next scheduled meeting of Rackenford & Creacombe Parish Council is on Tuesday 7th November 2023, at 7.30pm in Rackenford School. 


	2324-71
	MEETING CLOSURE



 (
email: 
parish.clerk@rackenfordpc.com
) (
Website
: 
www.rackenford-devon.co.uk
) (
Tel: 07
7
68 829511
)
